Dedham Historical Society May 2005 Newsletter

SOIRÉE SET FOR FRIDAY, MAY 20

What has been called the Social Event of the Year in Dedham, the Society’s Soirée charity fundraiser, will be held on Friday, May 20.  Once again it will be held in one of Dedham’s gracious older High Street homes, the size of which will accommodate all who wish to participate.



The Soirée is a Members Only event (members may bring non-member guests), and requires advance reservations.  The cost is $100 per person and includes an open bar, superb hors d’oeuvres, and the opportunity to visit a home from a gracious era, now passed.



Members will receive formal invitations in the mail.

ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE, AND THE POWER OF THE INTERNET

Several months ago, we told the membership about receiving an extraordinary gift of more than 80 pieces of early Dedham Pottery.  The woman who made that donation said she did so after searching the Internet and determining that the Dedham Historical Society was the best place for her mother’s collection.



On March 31, we received another gift, a magnificent Lilian Westcott Hale oil painting, 44” x 32”, of Motley Sawyer who lived on Village Avenue.  The young boy, about five years old, was painted in the Highland Street home of Lilian and her husband, painter Philip Leslie Hale.  John Hagan, an art dealer who has a specialty in Hale works of art, said that it was the finest child’s portrait he had seen by Lilian Hale.  Hale was considered one of if not the best children’s portraitist in her lifetime. (More about the painting and its subject in the next Newsletter.)


The woman who donated the portrait said that the painting was too large for her home, and she felt it should go to a museum where it would be most appreciated.  After an extensive search on the Internet, she came across an article I had written a number of years ago in which I said that one of the things most wanted for the museum was a Lilian Hale oil painting because we had none.  



After several meetings and a number of e-mail exchanges, she agreed that Dedham Historical Society was the most appropriate place for the painting of her father.



Like so much of the Dedham Historical Society’s collections, the painting, which has been exhibited in major U.S. galleries, is something that any museum in the country would be thrilled to acquire.  The fact that the painting is so completely connected to Dedham makes it one of our most exciting gifts.



Being in the cyberspace era does have its advantages.  .

Ronald F. Frazier, Executive Director & CEO

NEW ARCHIVAL ACQUISITIONS

· Publication, pamphlets related to induction of Joe Pagliuca into the Dedham High School Athletic Hall of Fame. Gift of Joe Pagliuca.

· French Newspapers about Sacco and Vanzetti. Three French newspapers from 1927.   Gift of Ms. Mary Jo Roach.

· St. John’s Methodist Church Photograph of pie making at the church.   Gift of Carolann Reaves.

· Class of 1931 Photos. Labeled individual photographs of students and principal from Dedham High School, Class of 1931.  Purchase.

· Photographs of Wedgwood Exhibit at Society from Sept. 2004 to June 2005.

· Rafferty Photographs. Taken by Robert Rafferty, photographer in Dedham.  Gift of Karen White.

· 75 Years in Leather. Story of Nathaniel Fisher. Purchase.

· Schermerhorn Collection. Copies of collection of photographs, letter and diary, former resident of Court Street. Loaned by Jane Cheever to copy.

· Photograph of Sandy Valley, Dedham, Mass.  Anonymous gift.

· Tape of “Raid on Deerfield.” Recording of lecture by Professor Kevin Sweeney at the Society on Jan. 20, 2005.

· A Discourse Occasioned by the Death of Mrs. Hannah Richards of Dedham. A funeral discourse. Gift of the Brattle Book Shop.

· Dedham High School Class of 1951 Photograph with names of 50th Reunion attendees.  Gift of Mary Columbo Grella via Carolann Reaves.

· Dedham Veteran’s Monument Booklet, handout, newspaper article. Donation from Joe Pagliuca.

· Tape of “The Inn Thing – Taverns of Dedham.” Recording of lecture by Robert Hanson at the Society on Nov. 16, 2004.

· Hannah Stearns Letter. Correspondence from Miss Stearns to her sister, Miss Mary M. Stearns, on Sabbath Eve, July 13th, 1844.  Gift of John Sigel.

· Elite Conservatories Pamphlet from nursery in Dedham that grew violets.   Gift of John Sigel.

· Rustcraft Cards. Small collection of greeting cards with envelopes.   Gift of Robert H. Waxman.

· 2005 Dedham Athlete’s Hall of Fame Dinner Videocassette.   Gift of Joe Pagliuca.

· Loan to copy 24 photos of 1938 hurricane in Dedham. 18 aerial views of Norwood/Dedham. Loan of the Levangie family.

· Atherton Family - Diary of Faxon Dean Atherton from 1836-1839.  He was born in Dedham in 1815 and immigrated to California as a young man. Accompanying sheets detailed biography and publication of book by California Historical Society.   Gift of Carol C. Eyre.

· Views of LaGrange Prints published by Alvan Fisher. Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Temperance Hall. One poem, one newspaper article. Previously un-catalogued.

· Adeline Grearson Auction Tape. One CD-Rom of Alvan Fisher items.

