Dedham Historical September 2004 Newsletter

WEDGWOOD:  NOT JUST BLUE AND WHITE IS SEPT-JAN EXHIBIT

Wedgwood: Not Just Blue and White is the latest exhibit to be installed at the Society.  Most people are familiar with the blue and white jasperware that Josiah Wedgwood invented and made famous in the eighteenth century, but do not realize that it was just one of many products of his company.  As Society Executive Director Ron Frazier, a noted authority on Wedgwood, says, “If it could be made in a ceramic body, Wedgwood made it.”  The exhibit will include both useful and decorative wares, but very little blue and white jasper, which is what most people, know best.

During the term of the exhibit, its curator will be available, as time allows, to discuss pieces that people may bring in and about which they wish to know more.


In conjunction with the exhibit, Frazier will be presenting a lecture titled Wedgwood 1759-2004.

WEDGWOOD 1759-2004 TO BE SEPTEMBER 14 LECTURE

Our own Executive Director & CEO, Ron Frazier, a noted authority, author and lecturer on Wedgwood ceramics, will present a lecture on September 14 at 7:30 p.m. titled Wedgwood 1759-2004.  The lecture will be held in conjunction with the current Society exhibit, Wedgwood:  Not Just Blue and White.                          


Frazier, a member of the board of directors of the Wedgwood Society of Boston and past president of that organization, is also a member of the Wedgwood Society of New York, the Wedgwood Society of Washington, D.C, the Wedgwood Museum in England, and the Wedgwood International Seminar.  He has authored a number of feature magazine articles in Ars Ceramica, The Antiques and Ceramics Price Guide and others, is editor of the Wedgwood Society of Boston Newsletter, and is webmaster of the Boston Society’s web site at www.WedgwoodSociety.org.  He has lectured on Wedgwood for about 20 years.


Attendees are invited to bring Wedgwood pieces to be discussed but not valued.

As always, lectures are free to members.  The charge for non-members is $5 per person.

NORFOLK & DEDHAM GROUP’S CHALLENGE GRANT IS MATCHED BY DONORS

In our last Newsletter, we announced that the Norfolk & Dedham Group had donated $10,000 toward the $42,000 cost of our new climate control system.  With that gift came a challenge grant.  Tim Hegarty, CEO of Norfolk & Dedham, noted that if the Society could raise an additional $10,000 in new donations by August 31, they would give another $10,000.  Because those funds had to be beyond what we normally collect in regular and annual appeal donations, we needed generous individuals to come forward to help us make the match.  


We thank the following individuals for stepping forward at this time:




Barbara Carney






Lucy Meloni




Kenneth Burt



Mary B. Fisher
Paul J. Corey





Alexander K. Leith

Barbra, Nancy & Priscilla Shaw   

Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for Aged

David Newsom


Jim Kaufman

A climate control system has been considered a critical necessity for years and was identified as a major priority in our Strategic Plan.  Preservation and protection of the collections is an important obligation of the Society.

The air conditioning component of the climate control system will require a significant new annual expenditure.  


Once again, we’re most grateful to the Norfolk & Dedham Group and to the matching donors who made the additional gift possible.
DEDHAM HAUNTINGS AND MYSTERIES OCT 29-30, 4-7 P.M.

The Dedham Historical Society, in collaboration with the Dedham Community House and the Fairbanks House, will conduct a walking/trolley tour of sites, stories and legends of almost 400 years of Dedham history.  To make sure that historical details are correct, Bob Hanson represented the Society at meetings of the organizing committee. 
  
Stories to be highlighted include the Fairbanks/Fales murder case of 1801; the filming of the 1919 silent movie, “Anne of Green Gables” in town, and the subsequent murder mystery involving the film director and star; and the legend of a haunting at Wigwam Pond.  There’s even a legend that Lizzie Borden’s dogs are buried in the Pine Street pet cemetery.  There’s a tale of a beloved Dedham resident “crossing over” and the famous gypsy and “the witch’s tree.”  What is there to these stories?


Watch your mail for more information about the Dedham Hauntings and Mysteries,” and walk the tour through Dedham or, if you prefer, take the tour by trolley.

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS

· Trunk covered with cowhide belonged to Alvan Fisher:  The trunk is monogrammed with Fisher’s initials and contained a number of hats, one of which belonged to Alvan Fisher.  Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Hannah Whiting Dedham Sampler: Miniature sampler made by Hannah Whiting, born in Dedham, 1787.  Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Chelsea Pottery CPUS Plate:  Rabbit design.  Gift from Dorothy M. Rogers.

· Dedham Pottery Plate by Maude Davenport.  Gift from Dorothy M. Rogers.

· Douglas Grearson’s Military Uniforms.  Gift from the Grearson family.

· Henry Hitchings Watercolors:  Five watercolor paintings of various subjects.  Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Framed Christmas Cards Drawn by Henry Hewins of Dedham Scenes.  Gift from Henry F. Batchelder, II.

NEW ARCHIVAL ACQUISITIONS

· Brookdale Cemetery Map.  Donation from Max Kamel from Dedham Public Works Department.

· History of Fairbanks Garden Club.  Donation from Fairbanks Garden Club from 1960-2000.

· History of the Dedham Women’s Club:  detailing years from 1893-1983.  Received from Dedham Women’s Club via Mrs. Jean Sawiskey.

· Tape of Bob Hanson’s lecture at the Historical Society on January 15, 2004 entitled “Quick Exits:  Hasty Retreats from Dedham by Such Notables as Lafayette, Langdon Moore, Jason Fairbanks, Abraham Lincoln, the French Aristocracy and Others.”

· “26 School Street, Home of Alvan Fisher, Artist and his Descendents”:  spiral bound book detailing the life of Alvan Fisher and his descendents.  Gift from author, Del Fillmore.

· Fisher Family Papers.  Gift from Susan Grearson Fillmore.

· Colored postcard of Dedham Square.  Purchase.

· Postcard of Telephone Building: Church Street 1946.  Purchase.

· History of St. Paul’s Church collected by A. M. Worthington.  Gift from Louise Daniels.

· Barber’s Historical Collections.  Gift from Louise Daniels.

· Dedham Commercial Street Directories 1956, 1947.  Gift from Carol Lavita.

· Photos of Military and Dexter School.  Gift from Bill McKibben.

· Photo of Dedham Public Library.  Gift from Katherine Whitney.

· Election Proxy Papers for 1891.  Gift from Susan Hague.

· Assorted Dedham Newspapers including a history of the Fisher Dairy.  Unknown Donor

· Sawizky Papers.  Gift from Jean F. Sawizky.

· Postcard of Dedham Common.  Purchase.

· Gordon Gardiner Papers:  relating to Pilgrim Camp, Brant Lake, N.Y.  Gift from Elizabeth M. Alexander.

· Dedham High School Playbill from play, “Big.”  2004 Gift from Joan Conklin.

· The Family: a memoir of Dedham in the early 20th century.  Gift from Patricia Worthington Bartlett.

· Patenaude Family Papers.  Gift from Bertha Emmott.

· DVD of Tercentenary in 1936:  contains partial images of parade.  Gift from Betsy Alexander.

· A 17th Century Chest Redeemed:  tape of lecture delivered at Society by Jonathan Fairbanks on April 25, 2004 as Ben Fisher Memorial Lecture. Internal copy.

· Gould Nomination Letter:  copy of letter to nominate William B. Gould for recognition from the United States Navy.  Gift from William B. Gould, IV.

· Marjorie Lunsman Rice Collection:  memorabilia including photos of Dedham High School Class of 1951.  Gift of Carolann Reaves.

· Quilt Exhibition.  Gift from Carolann Reaves.

· Additions to Joe Pagliuca Collection.  Gift from Joe Pagliuca.

· Eleanor Steer George Collection:  photos and information about Dedham High School Class of 1935.  Gift from Eleanor Steer George.

· CD of Galen Stone House at 214 Lowder Street before it was razed week of May 17, 2004.  Gift from Robert Schuldenfrei.

· Collection of Dedham Pamphlets.  Gift from James Kaufman.

· The Dedham Square Partnership Proposals, Memos, Newsletter.  Previously uncatalogued.

· Newspaper Articles relating to Patenaude family and 1938 Hurricane.  Donation from Barbara Garlick.

· Set of Dedham Historical Society Registers.  Donation from Philip Farrington Hall.

· The Dedham Choral Society Spring Concert.  Gift from Ron Frazier.

· Dedham Yearbooks from 1972, 1973, 1974.  Gift from George F.McInerny.

· Dedham Community House Schedule.  Gift from Peg Bradner.

· Photograph of 1st grade at Oakdale School, 1962-1963.  Anonymous Gift.

· Copies of Acetate Negatives.  From Dedham Visionary Access Corporation.

· Map of Italy signed by Alvan Fisher.  Gift from Del and Susan Fillmore.

· Postcard of Pine Ridge Cemetery for Animals, Dedham.  Purchase.

· Thayer Family Collection:  includes photo of Annie Richards Thayer and music that belonged to Arthur Thayer, music that he wrote, and music written by other composers that was given to him.  Gift from Grearson family.

· Finance Committee Documents:  includes newspaper articles and pamphlets.  Gift from Marjorie Kilroy.

· Pointers Subscription Issue 66 on Italian Genealogy.  Donation of Carol Sestito.

· Individual Photos of Oakdale School, Grade 2, 1939-40.  Gift from Dr. Andrew Gillies.

· Dedham Choral Society Program.  Gift from Ron Frazier.

· Town Report 2003.  Donation from Joan Conklin.

· Public Storage pamphlets.  Donation from Joe Pagliuca.

· Joseph Onion Book.  Donation from Dorothy M. Rogers who lived in Onion House.

· Town Records:  including annual reports from 1948 and 1912 and polls and estates lists from 1905 and 1915.  Donation from Marjorie Kilroy.

· Galen Stone House Photo.  Gift from Bob Schuldenfrei.

· Descendents of Samuel Partridge Hawes Genealogy.  Gift from author, Raymond G. Hawes.

· Dedham Steamer and Hose 3:  Copies of articles about Fire Department Steamer and Hose 3: Anon. gift.

· Mary Jane Corey Collection:  Photos, booklets, yearbook from Ames Jr. High, 1946, graduation exercises, 1950.  Donation from Mary Folsom.

· Dedham Standard 1885 Microfilm.  Gift from Readex Film Products, editor Stanley Shapiro.

· Town of Dedham List of Residents, January 1, 2004.  Gift from the Town of Dedham.

· Continuation of Lunsman Collection:  Information on reunions for members of class of 1951.

· Dedham Fishing and Hunting Association publication previously uncatalogued.  Gift from Stan’s Barber Shop.

NEW LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

· Technical Report-Environmental Guidelines for the Storage of Paper.  Purchase.

· Effects of Light on Materials in Collections.  Purchase.

· American Archival Studies:  Readings in Theory and Practice.  Purchase.

· The Archival Image.  Purchase.

· Historic Dedham.  Gift from George Sauer.

· Fortune’s Rocks by Anita Shreve, Dedham Author.  Gift of Kathy Brown.

· Ancestors of Margery Ruth Howe.  Gift of the author, Rogers Bruce Johnson.

· A Guide to the Preventive Conservation of Photograph Collections.  Purchase.

· The Permanence and Care of Color Photographs.  Purchase.

· Images of America – Medway. Gift of Hana Heald.

· The New England Historical Genealogical Register, Volume 158, July 2004.  Subscription.

MILLS PAINTINGS ON LOAN TO SOCIETY

Henry F. Batchelder, II, a former resident of School Street, has placed on loan to the Society two paintings by Charles Mills that belonged to his mother, Chestina Redman Batchelder.  One is a portrait of Chestina who was the daughter of Ralph Winchester Redman.  Redman was on the board of the Dedham Pottery, which produced a tall ship plate named the Chestina Redman after Batchelder’s great grandmother for whom his mother was named.

The second painting is a landscape of white birches.  Both paintings are on indefinite loan. 







