Dedham Historical Society January 2004 Newsletter

BOB HANSON TO GIVE JAN 15 LECTURE

The ever popular, and most candid, unofficial historian for the town of Dedham, Robert Brand Hanson, will be presenting a lecture for the Society on January 15, at 7:30 PM. 

Hanson’s lecture is titled Quick Exits: Hasty Retreats from Dedham (by such notables as Lafayette, Langdon Moore, Jason Fairbanks, Abraham Lincoln, the French aristocracy, and others).  We’ve heard briefly about Langdon Moore, a local minister who caused a scandal at on of the churches, and Jason Fairbanks, convicted of a notorious murder, but Bob’s perspective on those situations, along with some of the rather surprising stories he will tell, should provide for a most interesting evening.

Hanson, a Harvard graduate, and well-known author of historical books, is also a former president and executive director of the Dedham Historical Society.

STRATEGIC PLAN ADOPTED BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

About a year ago, the Society hired a consulting firm, Community Partners Consultants, Inc., to develop a Strategic Plan for the Society.  Utilizing several meetings as well as a number of interviews and surveys, the firm delivered a 50+-page report, which the board condensed into something that would be easy to read and understand.  This document will be used not only as a future planning tool, but also as a required document when applying for grants.  The condensed report is available at the office.

FAIRBANKS CHEST NOW AT DHS

The Pilgrim Century Carved Oak and Pine Lift Top Joined Chest made by John Houghton of Dedham, is now on exhibit at the Dedham Historical Society.  The mid-17th century chest is exhibited in the museum, with two Society-owned, similar period chairs on either side of it, one being the Metcalf Great Chair, the oldest dated piece of American made furniture.

The Historical Society participated in the purchase of the chair, earlier this year, and by agreement with the owners, The Fairbanks Family in America, Inc., the chair will be on exhibit at the Society from November 1 through April 30, every year.

Seeing the chest in its original setting with 17th century available lighting, gives one a unique opportunity to view it, as it would have been seen in the time period in which it was built.  Seeing it at the Society, with 21st century illumination allows one to examine the detail with far greater appreciation for the craftsmanship of the period.  Seeing the chest in both places allows for a rare occasion when you can have your cake and eat it too!

1886 RAILROAD COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE RETURNS HOME

By Stephen Brayton

A piece of Dedham’s history is back home after lying discarded in Sharon for many years.

A large granite plaque installed by the Boston and Providence Railroad in 1886 to commemorate a new railroad bridge in Dedham was discovered several years ago in woods near the railroad tracks in Sharon.  The Department of Public Works trucked the stone marker back to Dedham in November and placed it temporarily in Brookdale Cemetery.

The 4x5-foot plaque reads THE FOUNDATION OF THIS BRIDGE WAS LAID A.D. 1886, THE 250 ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF DEDHAM.  Officers and directors of the Boston and Providence Railroad are listed on the stone.

Where was the plaque located in Dedham?  Selectman Chairwoman Marie Louise Kehoe, who sought the artifact’s return, asked the Historical Society to find the answer. So far, however, research has failed to uncover any information

Officials speculate the polished granite plaque was located either at the Dedham railroad station at High Street and Eastern Ave. or at the nearby railroad bridge across the High-East Street intersection.  Both structures were removed decades ago. One clue: a marker stone visible today on the abutment of the former railroad bridge is dated 1886.

Kehoe, a Society member, would like to see the plaque displayed in a more visible location.   She wants it incorporated somewhere on the reconstructed High and Harris Street highway bridges, a state project scheduled to begin soon.   “We will have to talk with Mass Highway about it,” she said. 

Anyone with recollection of the plaque in Dedham should contact the Historical Society.

FRAZIER ELECTED FELLOW OF MA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Ron Frazier has been elected a Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical Society.


Frazier has been Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Dedham Historical Society since 1983.  He has also been Chairman of the Braintree Historical and Historic District Commission since 1992, is a past president of the Braintree Historical Society, and has served on a number of state and local commissions.  He is a member of the Bay State Historical League and has served as an officer on its board of directors, and is a member of the New England Museum Association and the American Association of Museums.  He is a past president of the Braintree Men’s Club, the Wedgwood Society of Boston, the Captain Robert Bennett Forbes House Museum in Milton, and the Acadian Cultural Society.  He is a Braintree town meeting member and a former member of the Finance Committee.  In addition, he is a member of the Friends of the Thayer Public Library, and the American Legion (having served in Viet-Nam), and is involved in a number of other arts, historical and cultural organizations.  

Frazier is listed in a number of “Who’s Who” type publications and has received a number of awards for his work in the historical and organizational management field. He co-authored the book Braintree – Its History, and has been published in periodicals such as The Magazine ANTIQUES, ARS Ceramica, and Antique Collectors & Price Guide, among others.  He lectures on the subjects of financial management of non-profit organizations and historical, arts and cultural subjects.

The Massachusetts Historical Society bestows the honor of “Fellow” on individuals who have made extraordinary contributions in the historical field.

