Dedham Historical Society September 2003 Newsletter

LOUISE LUTHER TO SPEAK ON ART GLASS, SEPTEMBER 11

Author, Louise Luther, a nationally respected art-glass expert and one of the field’s leading appraisers, will present the first lecture of the new season, titled Art Glass:  How to Compare and Value, on Thursday September 11, at 7:30.



Luther is the former director of the art glass department at Skinner, the Boston auction and appraisal company.  She is a regular appraiser on the PBS television series Antiques Road Show.



In Art Glass:  How to Compare and Value, Luther shares the secrets of professional appraisers as she shows how to assess style, condition, authenticity, and value.  Her talk will compliment the Society’s current Glass Menagerie exhibit, from which she will discuss specific items.  



In addition to the talk on art glass, we expect to hear a few most interesting stories about her experiences on the Antiques Road Show.



As always, the lecture is free to members.  The cost for non-members is $5 per person.

WAXMAN IS NEW LIBRARIAN

Sandra Waxman has been engaged as new librarian for the Dedham Historical Society.  The position is actually a new position as Peg Bradner always insisted on being known as a Library Volunteer, though in fact was acknowledged by all as “our librarian.”  Peg will “officially” retire in September, but expects to, and we are hopeful that she will, stay involved.



Waxman holds a Bachelor of Arts in American History, from Boston University, and is completing a Master of Science in Library and Information Science from Simmons College.



She taught in the Winchester, Norwood and Marshfield high schools, was director of education and a curator for the Quincy Historical Society, a Park Ranger for the Adams National Historic Site, was an officer in the Norwood Historical Society and developed its educational program, and is a board member and secretary of the Bay State Historical League.



Waxman will be in the library on the well-advertised schedule for “librarian help” on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-4, and the even-dated Saturdays from 1-4.



Executive Director, Ron Frazier, said, “We’re delighted to have Sandy on board.  Dedham Historical Society’s library is considered one of the most important historical and genealogical libraries in the country.  Sandy’s library background, coupled with her extensive historical organization experience and practical working knowledge in the field should be a tremendous asset, as we move into the employment of our first official librarian.”

SOCIETY TO ASSIST WITH ALVAN FISHER PAINTING RESTORATION

Alvan Fisher was surely one of Dedham and the nation’s most famous artists.  The Society is most fortunate to have five of his oil paintings, his sketchbooks, palette, and memorabilia relating to him.

  The town of Dedham was gifted with one of his paintings in 1886, when his widow, Lydia E. Fisher gave it her copy of Gilbert Stuart’s George Washington at Dorchester Heights, now on exhibit at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.



The 7.5’ by 10.5’ painting, on prominent display at the Dedham town hall, recently came under close scrutiny and it was determined that it needed major conservation work.  A committee, known as Washington’s Portrait Restoration Committee, headed by John J. Bethoney, Sr., was formed, but needed an appropriate entity for donations to be received and checks to be disbursed.  



At this point the Society stepped in and indicated that it would be totally consistent with stated objectives and mission statement of the Society, to assist them in their dilemma.  Our only concern was that people understand that the Society is not benefiting from the funds, but that all monies collected would be for conservation of the painting, and all related costs.    The committee needs to raise approximately $50-60,000 to do the necessary work.  Checks are being made to the Washington Portrait Restoration Committee and being sent c/o Dedham Historical Society, Box 215, Dedham MA 02027-0215.

NEW MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS

· Dedham Pottery Candle Holder.  Gift of Ann Killion.

· Dedham Pottery Sugar Bowl Cover.   Gift of the Estate of David Dethlefs

· Dedham Pottery Sugar Bowl with ears (married to the above cover).  Gift of Matthew Killion.

· Rigid Advertising Fan depicting Memorial Hall, etc.  Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Leather Pouch with two Tercentenary Celebration coins and a letter opener.  Gift of Mrs. Edwin R. Clarke.

· Two metal Advertising Plates.  From the estate of Carl Masson, gift of his daughter Mrs. Evie Malm.

· Dedham Fire Department Nozzle, c. 1950.  Gift of the Fire Department.

· Two Dedham High School Letter Sweaters.  Gift of Ellie Woodard, The Century Shop.
Christmas Plate, by Gertrude of Dedham MA.  Collections Fund.

· Dedham High School Shot Put, 1933.  Gift of Joe Pagliuca, who broke the record.

· Man’s Ivory and Bone Razors, belonged to Carmine Pagliuca.  Gift of Joe Pagliuca

· Katharine Pratt silver-lined Copper Bowl.  Gift of Jim & Lisa. Kaufman.

· Dedham High School 50th Reunion Coffee Mug.  Gift of Ellie Woodard, The Century Shop.

NEW LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

· Royal Descents of 500 Immigrants Who Were Themselves Notable or Left Descendants Notable in American History by Gary Boyd Roberts.  Gift of Katherine Ann Ulatt

· The following detail travel guide books, issued by the Works Progress Administration during the Depression, are gifts of George F. McInerny:

· Connecticut; a Guide to Its Roads, Lore and People

· Maine; A Guide “Down East”

· Massachusetts, a Guide to its places and People

· New Hampshire; a Guide to the Granite State

· Rhode Island; a Guide to the Smallest state

· Vermont; a Guide to the Green Mountain State

· ARCHIVAL ACQUISITIONS

· Postcards of Norfolk County Courthouse and Powder House Rock. Gift of John Whitney

· Walter Adelbert White 3/25/1910-August 30, 1972.  Papers and photographs relating to his election as Dedham Selectman in the 1950s

· Twenty-five photographs taken in Oakdale Square of Dedham’s 350th Anniversary Parade.  Gift of B. Scott MacInnes

· Photographs of the Galt and Simmons families, the Dedham High School Civics Club in 1916 and the Dedham High School class of 1917.  Loan to copy photographs of 1938 Hurricane.  Also Contentment Chapter, Easter Star, Cook Book, 1927 Gift of Sally Ann Gault

· Family photographs and papers from the 1920s of David E. LeVangie, Dedham resident and Boston Edison Co. employee for many years.  Gift of Mrs. Melvina Robinson

· Postcard, East Dedham Square. Purchase

· Photographs of Dedham and Dedham Selectmen in the 1940s.  Gift of William P. Browne, Jr. former Selectman

· Photographs of Dedham Historical Society after snowstorm, winter 2003.  Gift of Virgina Parker

· American Legion loan to copy Legion memorabilia, including the Certificate of Incorporation, Gold Memorial in Appreciation of the Gold Star Mothers, designed by John Mackie.  Gift of The American Legion Post 18, Dedham

· Loan to copy a postcard view from Wilson Mountain

· Dedham Transcript, December 1960, Dedham 325th Anniversary, Transcript’s 90th Anniversary.  

· Loan to copy photograph of Scott and Reaves families
· Color aerial map of Dedham, 2001.  Purchase

· Audiotapes of the Dedham Historical Society Programs.  Archive deposit by Executive Director

· Four snapshots of Flood at Dedham Plaza after heavy rains in late 1960s or early 1970s.  Gift of B. Scott MacInnes

· Granite Railway, Quincy.  Packet of copies of reports, articles and news stories about the history and archaeological excavations by Richard Muzzrole.  Gift of Quincy Historical Society

· Photographs of gate leg table from the furnishings of the Gay Tavern, 73 Court St.  Gift of Michael Regan, Antique Dealer

· Photograph of Oakdale School First Grade, 1950 with identification of pupils.  Gift of Sue Basquet and Elsie Ward Ekstrom

· Print out of auction listing papers on a sampler stitched age 9, 1798 by Dorry Whiting, Dedham.  Archive deposit by Executive Director

· Audiotape of Chinese Students review of The Society’s Chinese museum holdings. Archive deposit by the Executive Director

· Dedham Historical Society Strategic Plan by Community Partners Consultants, November 2002.  Archive deposit by Executive Director

· Scanned copies of Photos of papers and photographs from the Dedham Tercentenary, 1930 Gift of Mrs. Edwin R. Clarke

· Copy of column “Tell It To Bud”, story and picture of Warren Poole and friends.  with model T salvaged from the Dedham Dump.  Gift of Walter E. “Bud” Barrett Jr

· U. S. Geodetic Survey Map of Dedham, print out by National Geographic Holdings Inc.  Gift of Ben Ray

· Proposed Dedham Middle School Elevations and Cross-Sections; Photograph of Dedham Post Office murals.  Gift of Hana Heald

· Audiotape of William B. Gould lecture at the Society, April 24, 2003.  Archive deposit by the Director

· Copies of sketches by Molly Jackson of houses on the Society’s House Tour 2003.  Gift of Laurie Rabe, Dedham Historical Society House Tour Committee

· Loan to copy Collage of photographs of students, Dedham High School class of 1955.  Gift of Carolann Reaves

· Dedham Kayak flyer.  Purchase

· Photographs of Norfolk Western Railway Co Trolley, ca. 1900. Gift of Natick Historical Society

· Books, pamphlets, papers, and clippings on Dedham.  Town publications.    Books: Life in the Studio by Nancy Hale; Doctors Warren of Boston; First Family of Surgery by Rhoda Truax.  Gift Estate of Carl Masson

· The Early Records of the Town Of Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1659, paper by Sally Holmes.  Gift of Sally Holmes

· Microfilm of Dedham Standard newspaper, September -December, 1882, January to December 1883.  Gift of Stanley Shapiro, Editor, Readex Film Products 

· Photograph, Wilson Club Parade Float, East Dedham, July 4, 1913.  Map of Dedham, 1876, Atlas page.  Photograph High Street view to Dedham Square Gift of Ethel J. Close

· Photographs of the Dedham Athletic Association Town Football and Baseball Teams and Photograph of the First Annual banquet, Dedham Soft Ball League, Liederkranz Hall, Nov. 4, 1940.  Gift of Joseph Monahan

· Photographs, Dedham publications, church directory, Dedham Historical Society of Dedham photographs, 1992, and news clippings of about Dedham.    Gift of Barbara Lyons

· Photograph of Oakdale School teachers in 1945.  Dedham High School Yearbook, 1955.  Gift of Mr. Leslie LeBlanc

· Postcard, Church St, looking toward St. Paul’s Church. Purchase

· Dedham Kayak price list.  Gift of Robert Gramer

· Paper, History of 18 Norfolk St.  Plan of Estate at Court and Norfolk St, 1869 by Nathaniel Ellis.  Gift of Dedham Community House

· Dedham Women’s Club Ledger 1946-65 to 1996-97.  Gift of the Dedham Women’s Club

· Dedham High School Catalog 1851-1889, with notes of more information on many student entries, memorabilia of Dedham High School, Dedham Community Association, Dedham Country and Polo Club and the Constellation Lodge. Gift of James Kaufman

· Architectural Drawings of Renovations at 120 Court Street 1937-1938.   Gift of Dr. Louis Wislocki

· Loan to copy photograph of Dedham Athletic Association Football Players c. 1933-1935.   Gift of Martha Podolski

· Yearbook from Riverdale Elementary School, Riverdale School Memories Class of 2003.  Gift of Riverdale School.

· Five Record Books from Riverdale Improvement Association.  Saved by Wendell Clement.  Gift of Nancy Clement

· Copy of photograph of St. John’s Methodist Parsonage.  Gift of Carolann Reaves

· Eight photographs of move of Mann House.  Gift of Ethel Close

· Photograph of Galen Stone as foreign service officer meeting President Kennedy, documents pertaining to Mr. Stone in the U. S. Army.  Gift of Galen Stone

· Copy of photo East Dedham Square with business identifications.  Copy photos of; Grade 1, 1940, Grade 3 1943, and Grade 5, 1945 of Avery School with identifications.  Gift of James H. Mackey

· Notice of Dedham Pottery Exhibition at Dedham Historical Society, 1968, and Notes on Historic Dedham for the Dedham Historical Society 1936-1961, by E. W.  Pilling

· Collection of memorabilia from Dedham Tercentenary.  Papers of Mrs. Mabel D. Clarke.  Gift of Elizabeth R. Clarke

· Letters of Wight Family, 1820-1890.  Gift of Milton Snow

· Two postcards of Dedham Square –High Street, l964.  Purchase

· Loan to reproduce, copy of Indian Deed 1681.  Gift of Norman Biggart

JOHN DOGGETT STAYS IN DEDHAM

Family Service of Norfolk County recently closed its doors at the historic Doggett-Cobb House, after having been providing services to Dedham and the surrounding area for more than 120 years.  During that time the organization had acquired artifacts relative to Dedham and the house.  Being historically concerned, the board gave a number of items to the Dedham Historical Society, to assure that they remain in Dedham.  Included was an important portrait.

The oil painting on board, a portrait of John Doggett, Jr., b. Roxbury, June 7, 1809, d. New York City, Mar 21, 1852, was given by his niece Isabell F. Cobb to Family Service.  Doggett was unmarried.  It’s believed that the portrait was painted Dec 1, 1826, William James Hubbard (1807-1862).     

Also given were a watercolor in black and white by Harry W. Hewins, a pen and ink drawing of the family service building signed PMF (unknown artist), 1969 map and document relating to the Doggett Cobb house.

These items, and the work of Family Service of Norfolk County, will be much appreciated for generations to come.

JACOB WAGNER’S FAMILY RETURNS TO DEDHAM
In August we were delighted to received two paintings of Dedham residents, by Jacob Wagner.  Wagner (1852-1898) was a well-known and listed artist who lived most of his mature life on Whiting Avenue at the foot of Walnut Hill in Dedham.  The portraits, donated by his great-grand-daughter, Sylvia Detscher, are a charcoal and white chalk of Wagner’s wife, Amy Haak, dated 1874, and a pastel of his son, Carl Wagner.



Other portraits in the Society’s collection, by Wagner, include Robert Morris Bailey, painted in 1892, and a copy of Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of Fisher Ames, c. 1897.



Jacob Wagner was born in Germany and came to America with his parents when he was four years old.  His first exhibit of landscapes and portraits was in 1885, and afterwards he exhibit in the leading cities of the country.  



Wagner did the first restoration of the painting of Deborah Ames for the Society, which the Society recently had conserved once again.  While a member of the Ames School Building Committee, he did the portrait of Fisher Ames for the school’s dedication.  He was fond of painting the Charles River, the Fairbanks House, the Unitarian and Congregational churches, local cattle and other such scenes, as well as views of many other Massachusetts communities.



While he had a studio in Boston, most of his work was done in Dedham.  He’s represented in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the Brockton Art Museum, Colby College and throughout the country. 



Wagner died 6 November 1898 and is buried in the Brookdale Cemetery.

WineXpress OFFERS BENEFITS TO SOCIETY

The WineXpress located at 145 Providence Highway in Norwood, was one of the providers of sample wines at the Society’s last Wine-Tasting.  Recently the WineXpress made a substantial donation to the Society and has offered to continue a mutually beneficial arrangement, since many of our members are already customers of the store.



The WineXpress has set up a special program in which sales attributed to members are calculated and a portion will be donated back to the Society on a regular interval.  In order for the Society to benefit, members shopping at the store need to identify themselves prior to the sale, either by calling the store at 781-255-7090 and giving their name and address to the clerk and mentioning that they are a member of Dedham Historical Society.  You can ask for Peter, or his voice mail, and leave the information.  You will then be added to the store’s database, which will automatically link any future sales made, to the Society, for future calculations.  If you’re in the store you can ask for Peter or the supervisor and give the info prior to your purchase (it can’t be entered after the sale).

To top it off, they will give a 20% discount for a 12-bottle case. Peter assures us that the information you give him will be used only in-house, and never go to outside marketing groups.



With the holidays coming up, the Society could benefit substantially from this arrangement.  We thank Peter and the WineXpress for developing this program for the Society’s benefit.

LECTURE SECHEDULE SET FOR YEAR

Setting up the annual lecture series is always a challenge.  After having provided programs for 145 years, we’re always looking for something new and interesting.  And, once again, we’ve set up some great programs.



Our first will compliment our current exhibit of glass, when Louise Luther discusses Art Glass (see story on page 1).



By popular demand, William P. Marchione, will be back to do The Italians, part 2.  Mary Crawford-Volk, who made a fascinating presentation on the Museum of Fine Arts, will be back to talk about John Singer Sargent. The ever-popular Bob Hanson will talk about Dedham residents who had to make quick exits from the town.  Randall Holton will provide information on a little known Folk Art. Jonathan Fairbanks will talk about the new, highly important chest that will be on exhibit at the Society.



Enclosed you’ll find a program card which you won’t be able to miss. It includes all the details. Please keep it handy and attend our lectures, which always free to members.

THEY’RE BACK, D.P. GIFT ITEMS

Many people have come to us in the last year, looking for Dedham Pottery tea towels, dishtowels, potholders, and other gift items.  The manufacturer of these items had stopped producing them, but now they’re back.  We have a limited number of these items in stock now and as we go to press, a number of others are backordered.  



If you’re one of the people who have been looking for some of these gift items, look no longer.  We’ll have a complete price list in our next newsletter.
