Dedham Historical Society April 2003 Newsletter

 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF WILLIAM B. GOULD IN WILMINGTON, NC AND DEDHAM, MA – APRIL 24 LECTURE

Based on his new book, William B. Gould, IV, professor, author and attorney, will present a lecture on The Life and Times of William B. Gould in Wilmington, NC and Dedham, MA. The lecture will be based upon his new book Diary of a Contraband: The Civil War Passage of a Black Sailor and will focus upon William B. Gould's life before the War of the Rebellion, and particularly, the diary that he kept during the war. The third part deals with his life and work in Dedham, Massachusetts, and what Professor Gould knows about him. Brief attention will be given to his year on the Nantucket Island subsequent to his marriage to Cornelia Williams Read, and his sons and daughter. In this respect, attention is given to his trade, his work in the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd (Dedham) and the Grand Army of the Republic.

      

William B. Gould IV was born in Boston, Massachusetts on July 16, 1936 and was the fourth William B. Gould to be baptized at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Dedham, Massachusetts. The ceremony took place in the fall of '36. His most recent book, called _The Diary of a Contraband: The Civil War Passage of a Black Sailor, recounts the life of the first William B. Gould.  He lived both in Wilmington, North Carolina, on the USS Cambridge and the USS Niagara as a member of the United States Navy, during the War of the Rebellion. His life subsequent to the War in New England was largely spent in Dedham, Massachusetts, where he settled in 1871.

      

Professor Gould is the Charles A. Beardsley Professor of Law (Emeritus) at Stanford Law School and the William M. Ramsey Distinguished Professor of Law at Willamette University College of Law.

      

He has been a member of the Stanford Law School faculty for three decades. Some of the early work on the book began when he was a Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard Law School in 1971-72.

      

Professor Gould was Chairman of the National Labor Relations Board in Washington, D.C. from 1994-98 and has been an impartial arbitrator of labor-management disputes and conflicts since 1965, and a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators since 1970.

      

The recipient of five honorary degrees, Professor Gould is the author of eight books (Diary is the most recent) as well as more than 50 law journal articles and numerous articles for general circulation.  These articles have appeared in the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the London Economist, the Manchester Guardian and The Nation. One of his books, A Primer on American Labor Law, (MIT Press 3rd ed. 1993), was recognized with a "Certificate of Merit" from the American Bar Association Gavel Award Committee and has been translated into Chinese, Japanese, German, and Spanish. He is currently working on the fourth edition.

      

The lecture is free to members.  The charge for non-members is $5 per person. 

This lecture is supported in part with a grant from the Dedham Cultural Council.

 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS NOMINATED

The election of officers and directors will take place at the annual meeting to be held on April 24.  In accordance with the bylaws the following nominations are placed before the membership:

      Virginia L. Mucciaccio, Treasurer, 2 years

      Alice A. Ungethuem, Recording Secretary 2 years

      Paul J. Corey, Director 3 years

      Sally C. Reid, Director 3 years

      Mark R. Whalen, Director, 1 year (unexpired term)

In accordance with the bylaws, nominations may be made from the floor. The nominating committee is comprised of Alexander  Leith, Chairman, Charlotte Saul and Peter Damon.

 

SOIRÉE TO BE HELD FRIDAY MAY 16

What has been called the Social Event of the Year in Dedham, the Society’s Soirée charity fund-raiser, will be held on Friday May 16, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, at what is known as Broad Oak.

      

This expansive acreage along an extended stretch of the Charles River’s banks was originally the homestead of one Edward Richards who arrived in Cambridge in 1632, from his native England. He moved to Dedham in 1636 and was one of its original proprietors and signers to the Dedham covenant.

      

About 1831, Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, who was the minister at First Church in Dedham (for almost forty years) purchased and razed the Richards homestead and built the Greek revival farmhouse on the site today.

      

In 1990 the owner gifted away the development rights to the property, thereby certifying that it would remain open and undeveloped in perpetuity.

      

In 1998 the property was purchased by its current owners, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Halpin. These new owners have spent two years restoring the house, outbuildings and fields, with the intent of restoring the acreage to its former original splendor.

      

The Soirée is a Members Only event and requires advanced reservations.  The cost is $100 per person and includes an open bar, superb hors d'oeuvres, a ticket for the Annual House Tour and the opportunity to visit a gracious era, now passed.

      

Members will receive formal invitations in the mail.

     

HISTORIC HOUSE TOUR SET FOR SUNDAY, MAY 18

Acclaimed by many as the best House Tour in New England, The Society’s annual house tour features not designer homes, but homes of an antique nature, usually having collections of antiques within, and always in wonderful settings.  This year’s tour is no exception.

     

Homes on this year’s tour include a 1914 large, handsome, hipped-roofed colonial, with it’s symmetrical facade and balanced chimneystacks.  Charles Kimball, the developer, as the showcase home for his “Allindale Homesteads”, occupied it in 1915. His architect was Moses Ellis Baker of Dedham.

      

Another home, an imposing homestead is believed to be the design work of the noted Boston architectural firm of Little and Russell.  The handsome, symmetrical two and one-half story brick federal house was completed about the middle of the 1920s and its style is often referred to as “Bull-market Colonial’

      

One more home on the tour, a well-proportioned hipped-roofed colonial with its original balanced façade was built in 1946 to the plans of the Milton architectural firm of Leland, Larson, Bradley and Hibbard. This house has seen a multitude of additions and alterations over its relatively short 57-year lifetime.

      

Still another home, the roots of which are somewhat deceptive, is a remarkable 1935 complex home.  Under the careful direction of the current owner, the original house has been expanded and enlarged with an addition to the rear as well as a garage addition to the east, then expanded again to the rear. The result is a classic yet contemporary living environment tailored to the comfort and lifestyle of its occupants.

      

A final home, within relative close proximity to the others is a classic mid eighteenth century farmhouse dwelling.  It was originally constructed (reportedly from timber harvested from ‘Wilson’ Mountain), on land on Common Street near the intersections of High and Bridge Streets. Richards, an early real estate speculator, occupied the home well into the nineteenth century. Modifications to the roadway pattern caused the house to be relocated to its present hollow off Village Avenue sometime after 1840, around the middle of the nineteenth century.  This house is just one more gem on the tour this year.

      

Finally, one of the grandest of grand mansions west of Boston, and comparable to what one would see in Newport, will be opened for tour this year, for the first time ever. Referred to as Federal Hill Farm as well as the Skinner Mansion, it is now a convent for the Ursuline Academy Sisters.  The grand country manor house is the work of noted Boston architect Guy Lowell (who designed the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston).  Francis Skinner (a nephew of Isabella Stuart Gardner) built the house for his bride Sarah Carr, in 1906. He died in 1914 and in 1925 his wife remarried, to Charles Shea, an attorney of Boston and Dedham.  They lived a sumptuous life as prominent Dedham socialites until Charles’ death in 1954.  In 1957, the estate was sold to the Archdiocese of Boston.

      

Frank Skinner was fascinated by the architectural beauty of old English homes and the plans and details of the interior rooms were modeled after different rooms in various country houses of England (primarily the works of Robert Adam).   The first level public places are certainly the richest and most elaborate residential rooms in Dedham.

  

The 20 room, three-story brick mansion is in the Georgian style.  Here you will see elaborately carved limestone, interior walls of marble, limestone, quartered oak, carved mahogany and other tropical woods.  Floors are of marble, granite, oak and Italian tile.

      

The home was estimated to have cost $5-600,000 when it was built in 1906.  Recently discovered glass-plate negatives in the Society’s collections, of the rooms as they were, when lived in by the Skinners and Sheas, have been printed, and will be exhibited in the appropriate rooms

     

GLASS EXHIBIT INSTALLED

We are delighted to announce the installation of a new exhibit to be in place through the spring.  The very eclectic glass exhibit includes Bohemian and Venetian, English, Irish and German, American and Finnish, plus others.  Included are birds, vases, drinking implements, beads, decanters, oil lamps, and much more, as well as pieces yet to be identified.  The dates on items in the exhibit range from the 1700’s and include a modern Dedham glass blower. 

      

Pieces from the Society’s collection, rarely seen, will be shown, and will be supplemented with items loaned from member’s private collections.

Thanks to Charlotte Saul for her work on this exhibit.

 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE

With directors taking on more responsibilities as the Society has expanded over the years, the board of directors has proposed the following bylaw change:

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

EXISTING:

     SECTION  2.   There shall be seven Directors-at-Large, who with the above-mentioned officers, shall constitute a Board of Directors.  At two annual meeting two Directors-at-Large shall be elected to three-year terms and at every third annual meeting three shall be elected.

PROPOSED CHANGE:

     There shall be a minimum of seven and a maximum of nine Directors-at-Large, who with the above-mentioned officers, shall constitute a Board of Directors.  At two annual meetings, a minimum of two or a maximum or three Directors-at-Large shall be elected to three-year terms, and at every third annual meeting three shall be elected.

In addition, any other sections of the bylaws affected by the change would be so altered.

 

PERIODICALS AVAILABLE AT DEDHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 Peg Bradner, our volunteer librarian, reminds us that the Dedham Historical Society includes a very good, comprehensive collection of periodicals that are helpful to antiquarians, home restorers, genealogists and more.  The following is a list of periodicals that may be of interest to you:

      American Heritage: 12/1954-1998

      The Magazine Antiques:  11/1926-present

      Catalog of Antiques and Fine Arts:  2000-present

      History News:  American Association of State and Local History, 1965-present

      Kovel’s on Antiques and Collectibles: 1993-present

 

      Periodicals in the DHS Library, Continued from page 3

      Maine Antiques Digest:  Six months current issues.

      Mayflower Descendants:  1889-1919m 1987-present

      Mayflower Quarterly:  1982-present

      Museum News:  1993-present

      New England Quarterly:  1928-present

      New England Ancestry:  New England Historical Genealogical Society, 2000-latest three years

      New England Historical and Genealogical Register:  All back issues to the present

      NEXUS New England Historical & Genealogical Society, 1884-1999

      Old House Journal:  9/1986-present

      Victorian Homes:  1994-present____________                                                

 

ONE OF THE HOUSES ON THE SOCIETY’S 2003 HOUSE TOUR

The Skinner/Shea House, Ursuline Academy Convent will be on this year’s Dedham Historical Society House Tour, the first time it has ever been toured by the public.  (See the related story on page 1.)  We recently discovered in the Society’s collection of glass-plate negatives, 20 images of the house shortly after it was built. Sister Mercedes, principal at the school, confirmed the previously unidentified negatives to be of the house. 

      

Printing of the Society’s collection of glass-plate negatives and lantern slides has been made possible through a grant from the Dedham Visionary Access Corporation, and much work on the part of Joan Conklin, our photo archivist.

      

Though the furnishings are long-gone, the photographs will forever remain as a testament to the gilded era that the home once knew.  The photos will be on view during the tour. [Photos were shown in copy of newsletter mailed to members.] 

 

 

     

 
