Dedham Historical Society February 2003 Newsletter

 

THE ITALIANS OF GREATER BOSTON TO 1910- is March 2 Lecture Subject

Dr. William P. Marchione, a noted historian and author will present The Italians of Greater Boston to 1910 (including Dedham), at a Dedham Historical Society lecture on Sunday, March 2 at 2:00 PM. 

      

First developed for the Center for Italian Culture in 1995, this slideshow lecture tells the story of early Italian immigration into the Greater Boston area.  Marchione describes the considerable impact  Italian culture had upon 19th century Boston, the small but influential early Italian immigrant colony of the pre-1890 period, the factors (on both sides of the Atlantic) that generated the giant Italian immigrant influx of the post-1890 period (Italians being the largest immigrant group entering theUnited States in the 1890 to 1920 period), and, finally, the unique conditions and obstacles that this impoverished group faced upon reaching Boston and vicinity.

      

Dr. Marchione is the President of the Brighton-Allston Historical Society and a member of the Boston Landmarks Commission.  He is the author of four books on Boston area history, including The Italian-Americans of Greater Boston: A Proud Tradition  He teaches  American history at Massachusetts Bay Community College. In 1993 Marchione was named the "Outstanding American History Teacher in Massachusetts" by the Daughters of the American Revolution.  In 1998 he received the Bostonian Society¹s coveted "Boston History Award for his work as a teacher, lecturer, writer, and preservationist.  And in the year 2000 he was presented with the Pirandello Lyceum’s I  Migliori award  for his contributions to the understanding of Italian history and culture.

      

The lecture is free to members and $5 to all others.

 

DEERFIELD TRIP PLANNED APRIL 9-10

An overnight trip to Deerfield has been planned under the auspices of  a Worthington Committee sub-committee headed by Jane Cheever and Charlotte Saul. 

      

The trip, planned for Wednesday and Thursday, April 9 and 10, will include a stay over-night.  The group will leave via car at 9AM on Wednesday and return by 5PM on Thursday.  Accommodations include a double room at the quaint Deerfield Inn, within walking distance  of all homes and museums. 

      

Cost for the trip is $140 which includes your room (single supplement is an extra $50), the tour price for entry into 14 homes and the museum, and a $25 donation to the Dedham Historical Society.  Dinner and two lunches are not included.  Breakfast and tea are part of the cost of the room.

      

Your reservation will be secured by a $100, non-refundable deposit to be received by March 1, to assure a reservation at the Deerfield Inn. The check should be made to the Historical Society. 

 Please send your reservation to Dedham Historical Society, Box 215, Dedham MA 02027-0215.  Include you name, phone number and e-mail address if you have one.  If you have any questions, you may call Jane Cheever at 781-329-0077 or Charlotte Saul at 781-326-2468.

Deerfield has one of the most marvelous collections of period homes and decorative arts.  It also has an important connection to Dedham, having been founded by a group from Dedham.

      

It’s a trip not to be missed if you can fit it into your schedule.  Jane and Charlotte have actually gone to Deerfield to make the arrangements and assure that everything will be perfect for our group from Dedham.

 

NEW ARCHIVAL ACQUSITIONS

A historical society maintains its dynamic position in the historical arena through the importance of its Archival and Library collections.  There are new materials becoming available all the time, as well as treasures stored away in homes and attics which are potential gifts to the organization..  The acquisition of these materials is necessary for any historical organization to be viable.  The very name “historical society” implies that the organization is the keeper of the history for which the organization was established.  In our case it’s for the Dedham and Old Dedham area.   Our members, locally and throughout the country are constantly telling us how excited they are to see some of the new acquisitions.  We present another batch since our last newsletter.
· Doris Arlene Hague Diplomas, Oakdale School 1927, Dedham High School 1931.  Gift of the family

· Photograph Dedham Post Office staff, ca. 1935, with identifications.  Gift William E. Grimes,  Dedham Postmaster

· Photograph St. Mary’s Guild Banquet, November 1949.  Gift of Eleanor Palma

· Fairbanks Garden Club Yearbook 2002-2003.  Gift of the Club

· Norfolk County Gazette newspaper, 1874-1881 issues.  Gift of the Natick Historical Society

· Postcard, Mary Hartigan’s Restaurant, 910 Washington St., Dedham; Town of Dedham valuation 1905, Directory 1893; Picturesque Boston’s Southern Suburbs, 1895.  Gift of Bertha Garlick

· Photographs of Riverdale Classes, 1909, 1910, 1915,

· Sketch of Riverdale school by Noyd, copies, permission of D. Aldous Claffey

· East Dedham Stories in poems by Ruth Chapman Keith and Frances DeLaiarro

· Perasall.Gift of Rose M. Deape

· Plan of Sundry Lots of Episcopal Church lands, 1818 copy.  Gift Board of Trustees, Westwood Public Library

· Dedham Annual Reports; Photograph Union Market High St. and staff, copy made with permission of  Mrs.  Raymond Garlick.

· Photograph of Mill Village Old Home Association

· Wagon in Parade, copy made with permission of Kristen Musto

· Photographs of St. Mary’s Guild, Oakdale School, and Church St. Telephone Exchange Operators Shower Party. Gift of  Mrs. Arline Morrissey

· World War I Photographs of Stewart James Aldous in training camp and in France, copies made with permission of D. Aldous Claffey

· Adult Education Programs, Dedham School Department, various terms 1978 to 1990. Gift of Dorothea Lancaster,  decorative painting instructor

· Photographs, copies to make in 2002-2003 of Dedham Historical Society’s glass plate negatives not  previously available in print form. Gift through grant from Dedham Visionary Access Corporation

· The Fairbanks Family, paper by Kate Fairbanks Flint.  Gift of N. S. D. A. R. Danbury CT

· Rotary Club of Dedham Community Calendar; Dedham Telephone Directory and Buyers Guide.  Gift of the Rotary Club

· Blueprints Dedham Community Theater, 1926.  Gift of Millie B. Moran

· Photographs Haydock Family,  Gift of Inger Shaw

· Plimptonville (Walpole), video cassette edited by George Ransom.  Purchase

· Norfolk County Journal, July 21 1866 - December 9 1866. microfilm copy.  Gift of Stanley Shapiro, Early American Newspapers Project

· Postcards of Dedham Public Library and Ames School.  Purchase                  

· Dedham Historical Society Membership List YE 2002, Transfer to Archives from Director

· Print Out and Computer Record of Historic Library and Archives Accessions, previously intermingled with Museum Accessions

· Charles River Dedham by Charles E. Mills, Vose Gallery flyer.  Gift of Michael Grogan

· Color photograph of Dedham Historical Society, 612 High St. with Norfolk County Treasurer’s Office, 618 High St.  Gift of Sarah Ducas

· Continuing gifts, 2003 , in project to conserve Dedham history,  including photographs under DVAC Committee Grant, in January, photographs of  World War II U. S. Army Stormy Hill Anti-Aircraft  site.  Gift of Joe Pagliuca

· Photo of Dry Riverbed of Mother Brook with Frances Pearsall as young girl on bank; poem “East Dedham Follow-Up; Reflections on Old Dedham, copy of news article.  Gift of Frances Pearsall

· Map of Dedham marking location of U. S. Army Camp, Stormy Hill, East Dedham.  Gift of Nicholas Teti

· Photograph East Dedham Square;  Album of Ruth (Chapman) Keith including poems on life in East Dedham of the “Over Fifty Club.”  Gift of Emma (Chapman) McNulty

· Letter to Fred H. French, Dedham, 1898 and copy of Woodrow Wilson flyer on support of World War I  war bonds.  Gift of Netta Heustis

· Imprint, Autumn 2002, periodical, including article with copies of lithographs of etchings in the Dedham Historical Society collection.  In Exchange

· Video of Joanna McBride talk on Antique Furniture, D.H.S. program 10/24/2002. Gift of James Kaufman

 

NEW LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

· Catalog of Antiques and Fine Arts, periodical issues 200-2002.  Gift of the editor  Joanna McBride

· Edmund Hawes (1608-1683) and his American Descendants by Raymond Gordon Hawes.  Gift of the Author

· Indians of New England Before the Mayflower by Howard S. Russell.  Purchase

· Mayflower Families Through Five Generations, volume 16 part 2, John Alden, Fifth Generation Descendants of his Daughter Elizabeth Alden Pabodie.  Purchase

· Mayflower Families Through Five Generations, volume 21,  John Billington.  Purchase

· The Progeny of Andrew Mitchell by William McKibben.  Gift of the Author

· Some Descendants of John and Abigail Webster Nay of Hampton New Hampshire from 1695 to 1980 by John B.

· Nay, 1980, copy made with permission of Ida Nay.  Gift of Victoria and Norman Holsinger

· The Catalog of Antiques and Fine Arts, periodical.  Subscription, Gift of James Kaufman

· Old Wives Tales by Electa Kane Tritsch, Gift of the Author.  Historical novel set in Medfield, written by a former Director of the Dedham Historical Society.  Four women’s stories of a modern archeological dig of Medfield with finds that link to life stories in World War I, the early area industry 1796, and King Philips War in 1676

· A Decade of Change: Growth Trends in the Greater Boston Area 1990-2000 by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council.  Purchase

· A Decade of Change:  … Community Profiles in 101 communities 1990-2000 by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council.  Includes Dedham and other cities and towns around Boston.  Purchase

 

NEW MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS

· Child’s shoes, c. 1840, found in a boarded up cupboard at 15 Westfield Street.  Gift of Michael and Catherine Brown. [It was considered a good-luck custom to place old shoes in the walls of a home.]

· Ceramic Bottle impressed with GRAY 4 PORTOBELLO.  Donor noted that Elizabeth Hunnewell operated a crockery shop in what is now the living roomof the house at 15 Westfield Street, in which it was found.  Gift of Michael and Catherine Brown.

· Glass bottle, found in the landscaping at 15 Westfield Street.  Gift of Michael and Catherine Brown.

· Camera, acordian type (Cirkut Camera), used to make large glass plate negatives of original photographer, Robert T. Rafferty of 9 High Street, who took hundreds of the photos in the Society’s collection; along with many accessories.  Rafferty was a former custodian at the Dedham Historical Society and at Ursuline Academy.  Gift of Karen White.

· Fairbanks House commemorative pitcher, German porcelain.  Gift of Jim Kaufman.

· Victorian Costumes, c. 1870, approximately 52 costumes of high quality and fashion, mostly mourning with some wedding; many are very rare examples, accompanied with the photos of some of the Haydock and Shaw families who wore them.  Gift of the estate of Mary Shaw.

· Baby Clothing 1910-1940, which belonged to James J. Collins and Marion Collins.  Gift of Marion Collins.

· Katharine Pratt sterling silver, including two condiment spoons, a serving spoon, stuffing spoon, and silver lined copper lotus type bowl on pedestal.  Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Hand-hammered copper Lotus Bowl made by Frans J. R. Gyllenberg and Alfred Henry Swanson, Dedham silversmiths.  Gift of Louis Wislocki.

 

 

 
