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HOUSE TOUR SET FOR MAY 19

It's time again for that great fun day event to which everyone has been looking forward, the Dedham Historical Society's Annual House Tour. The Society began the annual house tour eight years ago, the last previous one taking place in 1936. This year the tour will take place in the Oakdale School area, in honor of that school's 100th anniversary. The Oakdale area boasts many beautiful and unusual homes, the likes of which we guarantee you've never seen before. The following is a very brief description of some of those houses. Great detail will be provided the day of the tour.

· A circa 1893 shingle style house, whose fine state of exterior preservation is carried within the house, which is virtually original in its layout and detail in its public spaces. 

· A circa 1735/1905East Street home on a portion of the original land granted to Michael Metcalf in 1640, this classic Georgian style farmhouse is believed to have been build by one of his descendants. 

· A present 1900 tall stucco Tudor Revival manor house, encompasses an earlier frame dwelling, probably dating from the mid 19th century. The detail throughout is Classic Revival, reflecting the earlier 20th century date of the house re-construction. The present owners lived in the Far East for many years and their extensive collections of Asian and Oriental artifacts are evident in the décor throughout the house. The house sits on a rather large plot of land with extensive mature plantings and landscaped gardens. Like the interior, the influence of the Orient is prevalent.

· A large Woodleigh Road residence, built in 1910, by Robert Morris Bailey, for his eldest daughter, is designed stylistically as an English Manor house with a first floor of weathered brick, with stucco and exposed surface timbers. Fortunately none of the original paneling or trim was altered. In the rear of the house vestiges of the early, extensive landscape that surrounded the house in 1910 are evident in the stone steps and retaining walls in the garden.

· Another Bailey home built in 1914 is a tall stucco residence with applied wood timber trim has a partial elaborately detailed rubble stone base which wraps the lower end of the house as an exposed basement retaining wall. The bright naturally lighted and paneled entry hallway, the open stair with similar paneled walls and trim are typical Bailey signature details. Evident through the floor plan is another characteristic of Bailey's design work, the highly efficient utilization of space. There is virtually no waste in this layout; storage and utility are carefully planned.

In addition to the above homes, the world famous Fairbanks House, the oldest wood-frame house in America, will be on the tour, along with the Oakdale School. 

SOCIETY'S SOIRÉE- DEDHAM'S SOCIAL EVENT OF THE YEAR, FRIDAY MAY 17

What has, without question, become the social event of the year in Dedham, the Dedham Historical Society members only Soirée will take place Friday, May 17th at 50 Haven Street. 

The truly beautiful setting, located high on a knoll, on 12 acres of wooded land was once a part of the General Stephen N. Weld Estate. The expansive Georgian Revival country house, designed by prominent Boston architect, Clipston Sturgis was completed in 1927 by Phillip L. Saltonstall for his wife Katheryn. In 1929 the house was sold to Russell B. Stearns whose family occupied it until its sale to the present owners, Sam and Margaret Carr.

The handsome exterior brick detail is contrasted with large, multi-paned wooden windows, a hipped slate roof and numerous dormers and high chimney-stacks. Interior details include a Philippine mahogany grand reception room, French doors offering extended views across the site, carved fireplaces, beautifully detailed moldings and woodwork throughout the halls, living room, sun and dining room, glazed-tiled conservatory, all leading out to beautiful terraces surrounding the home.

Last year more than 250 people attended this event and this year we expect a similar attendance. 

Reservations (which include tickets to the Annual House Tour) made in advance are required for this event. The cost is $100 per person. Patron tickets are $150, with Benefactor tickets at $200 each. This is the Society's major fund-raiser for the year, and is tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

DEDHAM POTTERY 2002 REPRO to be THE OWL

The 2002 Dedham Pottery collector plate, reproduced from our museum exhibit will be The Owl. The Owl an 8 ½" plate, is described by Dedham Pottery Curator, Jim Kaufman: The Owl design on Dedham Pottery seems to have originated during the first or second decade of the 20th century. The design now being reproduced is one of several versions the Dedham Pottery employed, although they made no distinction in their literature, always referring to the design as owl. This early period version shows greater detail and the spread-wing variation is more owl-like than the later bat-like versions. Also worth noting is that this design employees a wonderfully whimsical feature; each owl's eyes are depicted in differing expressions, some winking or looking in differing directions.

NEW LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

· Abbreviations & Acronyms: a Guide for Family Historians. by Kip Sperry. Purchase

· The Census Book: a Genealogists Guide to Federal Census Facts, Schedules, and Indexes, by William Dollarhide. Purchase

· Architecture in Early New England by Abbott Loewll Cummings. Gift of the Vivian and Lloyd Hawes estate

· American Museums, Daedalus, Summer 1999. Gift: Anonymous

· Dedham, Images of America series, by Dedham Historical Society volunteers, 2 copies. Purchase

· Directory of Historical Organizations in the United States and Canada, 2002 edition. Purchase

· Early Records of the Town of Dedham, Massachusetts 1636-1659, facsimile reprint. Added by Exchange 

· Foxborough, Gem of Norfolk County by Jack Authelet. Gift: Anonymous

· From Plowshares to Spindles: Dedham Massachusetts 1790-1840 by Stephen Rob Davis. Purchase

· Highway to the Past: the Archaeology of Boston's Big Dig by Ann-Eliza H. Lewis, 2 copies. Gift: Steve Brayton.
