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ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER TO VISIT DEDHAM, AGAIN

Undeniably one of the most fascinating characters in Boston's history was Isabella Stewart Gardner. She was so fascinating that many fantastic stories cropped up about her that were both true and untrue. She created what has been called by some, One of the five best museums in the world. 

On Sunday, April 21 at 2 PM, following the Annual meeting and election of officers and directors, Jessa Piaia, a character actress, renown for portraying women in history will portray Isabella Stewart Gardner, America's first Patroness of the Arts. The program will take place at the Society's Auditorium. The drama is set in 1909, just six years after the opening of Fenway Court in Boston, when Mrs. Gardner was recognized as an enthusiastic hostess on the local social scene, hosting numerous artistic and philanthropic events, and was also an honorary member of the colony known as Dabsville (an elite social circle who frequently gathered in each other's homes for elaborate fetes) on Gloucester's Eastern Point Boulevard. Mrs. Gardner also relates episodes regarding her illustrious circle of friends and family members, as well as journeys to exotic lands, with characteristic verve and candor. We may even hear a reference or two to her involvement with the Dedham Pottery.

Ms. Piaia is acclaimed for "recreating history in the fullest sense," and for using "solid research, compelling writing, and artistry to bring off a one-woman show, perhaps the most difficult kind of acting challenge. She studied performance at London's Oval House Theatre and graduated from the University of Massachusetts in Boston, and is employed by Harvard University. Research for this program was conducted in the archives of The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities and The Church of the Advent, Boston.

The program is free to members. The cost for non-members is $5.

BUILDING REPAIR BID ACCEPTED

Several months ago we told you of a grant we had received from the Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Program, in the amount of $35,000 to do some work on our grand old building. Ultimately it was decided that the specific work would include exterior repairs and cleaning, specifically copper gutter repair, masonry cleaning, stone and brick repointing and repair, and painting. Provisions of the grant require that the Society match the $35,000 with and additional $35,000 of donated funds. As fate would have it, MHC approved the low bid from Aniceto, Inc., of Milford, which came in at $80,085, which is more than projected, which means that we must raise an additional $45,085 to do all of the work, or cut back on the repairs to be done. 

At this point we are seeking additional grants, as well as donations from the membership. Of course, as always, donations to the Society are fully deductible. If you know of grantors that may be of help to us, or if you are in a position to make a contribution to this effort, please contact our Executive Director, Ron Frazier, at 781-326-1385.

MORE DEDHAM SILVERSMITHS

Dedham has always been rich in artists of all kinds. In the silversmithing field, we've talked much about Katharine Pratt. A partnership of Dedham silversmiths who are now receiving some attention are Frans J. R. Gyllenberg, and Alfred Henry Swanson. . Like Pratt, not much is known about Swanson, and we are hopeful some of the membership will remember him and have some work by him and/or his partner Gyllenberg. We have reviewed our silver collections and have determined that neither is represented in our holdings.

Here's what we know about Swanson. He was born in 1899, died in Dedham on 7 March 1978. He was in partnership with Gyllenberg (lived from 1883-1974). 

The MFA is now preparing an exhibit that will include a sandwich tray, marked with incised letters, the cipher being "FJG R AHS, STERLING 592." The inscription engraved on one handle is 1929, and on the other PBC (indicating the surname began with B). 

The date of the serving dish coincides with the year Frans Gyllenberg was elected a Medalist Craftsman by the Society of Arts and Crafts, Boston. It is the Society's highest honor. A Swedish immigrant, Gyllenberg probably served his apprenticeship in his native country before moving to Boston and joining the Handicraft Shop, Wellesley, at 392 Washington Street, from 1906-7. The following year Gyllenberg became a craftsman member of the Society and was promoted to master status in 1901. Gyllenberg is listed in the Society records as having a bench in the Boston Handicraft Shops at 42 Stanhope Street (1908-13) and at 516 Atlantic Avenue (1914-27 in Boston.

Letters in the Society's archives reveal that Gyllenberg was often recommended highly to clients who wanted to commission matching pieces for an existing set of silver. This correspondence further relates that, although Gyllenberg's prices tended to be higher than other silversmiths, he was undoubtedly the best craftsman for this work and always was prompt in filling orders. Gyllenberg participated in the annual exhibitions organized by the Society in Boston and Chicago, entering brass candlesticks and small silver wares such as bells, salt spoons, and salt cellars of his own designs, as well as metal work he executed that was designed by fellow Handicraft member, Mary Knight.

The Society occasionally featured Gyllenberg's work in advertisements in Arts and Decoration and International Studio. In fact, the sandwich tray mentioned above, is identical to one illustrated in an article on contemporary American silversmiths from the Society of Arts and Crafts, Boston. Although the maker is not identified, it is most certainly the work of Gyllenberg, and perhaps also his assistant, Alfred Swanson, with whom he formed a partnership at the Handicraft Shop, around 1926.

Gyllenberg established his reputation with reproductions of colonial silver, most notably his replicas of work by Paul Revere in the collection of the Museum of Fine Arts. Collectors, however, are most eager to acquire work that adapts colonial forms to modern uses, such as the sandwich tray, which has an added foot and handle and also is shallower than the traditional mid-eighteenth century porringer. Gyllenberg and Swanson's popular colonial-revival style wares sold well until the Depression, when the partners moved their bench to a garage on Van Brunt Avenue in Dedham. [The above is according to the article prepared by the Museum of Fine Arts staff.]

Eventually Gyllenberg turned to automobile repair to make his living, though Swanson continued off and on to identify his occupation as Silversmith.

The MFA would be interested in knowing the original owner of the tray. Subsequent owners are unknown until purchased from Brodney Gallery of Fine Arts, Boston, with funds provided by Mrs. Irvin Taube. 

The following is what we have determined from Dedham Annual Reports and Lists of Residents and commercial directories, which unfortunately are riddled with missing years: Gyllenberg is not listed in the 1930-31 directory, but is shown in 1939 and 1941 as living at 2 Van Brunt Ave. In 1942 and 1946 he is at 14 Van Brunt Ave as a silversmith, and while still there in 1949 he has changed his occupation to mechanic. Still there in 1956, he is listed as retired, and in subsequent available directories to 1971 he was listed at the same address. In the 1975 directory he is no longer listed. He died at the Maple Grove Convalescent Home in Norwood on 25 September 1974.

Swanson was not in the 1926-7 directory. He is in the 1928-9 directory at 2 Van Brunt Ave. In intermittent directories from 1930 to 1942, he is listed at 110 Sanderson Ave. In 1949 he is listed as a silversmith at 14 Van Brunt Ave. with his home at Sanderson. After that, while in some places he listed himself as a silversmith, he listed himself as a shipping clerk in 1956 and a fireman in 1963 (though town records do not confirm this), all at 110 Sanderson. In 1967 he is listed as retired at 113 Highland Ave., now Pratt Ave. About 1968 he was living with his wife (May R. Bosworth) at that address, until his death on 7 March 1978 at 78 years old.

Their mark is:

This is basically all we have learned so far. If you knew either of these men, have any information about them, or know of the existence of more of their work, please contact Ron Frazier at Dedham Historical Society so that we can add the information to our files.

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES

By Ronald F. Frazier, Executive Director

Museum is a very prestigious sounding word, Library may sound a little stuffy, and Historical Society sometime congers up a mixed bag, often of little old people sitting around reminiscing about the past. But for the thousand plus members of the Dedham Historical Society, as the song goes it ain't necessarily so! 

Historical societies can have museums and libraries, but museums never have historical societies and often don't have libraries.

I note this because some historical societies, as well as their members, seem today to want to concentrate on the museum aspect of their function. Sadly, though, most historical societies, while having very noble purposes, rarely have the financial or physical plant assets to make their museum something that will draw people in, often enough, to make it worthwhile. 

In Dedham, the average age of our membership is probably under 50. We seem to have developed historical society programming to excite a wide range of people from all around Dedham and more than 200 people outside the town. Our museum has some extremely important artifacts that would be the envy of the finest museums in the country and our library contains highly important manuscripts, original documents and books of a historical nature, and one of the most important regional genealogical collections in the country. The library draws hundreds of historical and genealogical researchers, annually. 

Not one, but all of these things go into making the Dedham Historical Society a complete organization, worthy of the high praise it justifiably receives.

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS

We're delighted to report a few new items important in telling Dedham's story:

· English Bowler Hat, belonged to Howard R. Jacobs, gift of Virginia Brobst.

· Town of Dedham Hat used in the 1986 Celebration, gift of Joe Pagluiccia.

· Dedham Pottery Tiger Lilly Plate, Purchase Collections Fund.

· Copper Bowl with interior silver plate, made by Katharine Pratt. Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Dedham Pottery Bowls (3), Purchase, Collections Fund.

· Dedham Pottery Candle Holder, gift of Ann Marie Killion.

ARCHIVAL ACQUISITIONS

· Ticket on last passenger train from Dedham to Boston, April 28, 1967. Gift of Edmund B. Games

· Loan of volume of Dedham postcards to study. Copies made of Church of the Good Shepard and Rust Craft factory. Gift, Dr. Joseph Montague:

· Loan to copy, photograph of William B. Gould and sons; Videocassette. ABC Nightline July 3 2001, "History Recovered, the Story of African American Sailors in the Civil War. Gift, William B. Gould IV

· Post card Greenleaf Building with Post Office, color. Purchase

· Post card Powder House, color. Purchase

· Post card, Superior Court House. Purchase

· Dedham High School memorabilia including High School 1962 class photograph. Gift of Marion Collins.

· Dedham Women's Club Yearbook 2001-2. Gift of the Club.

· Dedham High School Class of 1930 graduation Exercise program. Gift of Marjorie Stewart:

· Photographs: Martha May (Baker) Brown & her horse Tommy; Fairbanks House, winter 1982. Gift, Kathy & Sumner Brown:

· Photograph Frank Hodges. Gift, Betty (Hodges) Sherman Sloan:

· Mill Village Old Home Association Incorporation Document and the Association's Constitution and By-Laws. Gift, Carol A. Sestito:

· Two copies Ashcroft Wood Broadside with plan of lots and advertisement for house lots. Gift of Mary Coffey:

· Loan to copy and copies of color photographs of Readville car Shops and Readville Locomotive Works. Gift of Walter Barrett and Joe Pagliuca:

· Photo Hodges Mill factory across Mother Brook with First Mill marker in foreground and earlier view of mill superimposed. Gift of Eileen Gustafson:

· Contentment Tea Room and Women's Exchange menu, ca 1926. Gift of Dorothy Larcom Clark:

· Photographs 1911 class of Dedham High School; Ames School class ca. 1907; Oakdale classes of 1935, 1930. Gift of George A. Phillips:

· Fairbanks Garden Club, Program Book 2000-2001. Gift of the Club

· Photo negative and enlargement of East Dedham Fire House with tower; postcard of standpipe, East Dedham; Postcard of East Dedham square. Gift of Carol Sestito:

· Photographs of Oakdale School and its baseball team; Endicott School; and Church of the Good Shepherd. Gift of Jacqueline R. Crawford:

· Photographs from the Rab family and Avery School. Gift of Rosemary Hartel.

· Post card of Charles River. Purchase.

· Boston University memorabilia. Gift of Marion Collins.

· 11 photographs of old Norfolk County Jail under renovation for condominiums. Gift, Chet Oberlander:

· 28 recent photographs of Dedham. Gift of Lisa Brems Brayton.

· Reminiscence of the Ashcroft section of Dedham. Gift of Mary Coffee.

· Plans of proposed developments on the Providence Highway and Milton St. and in the Dedham mall. Gift of Hana Heald.

· American Antiquarian Society: Microfilm Norfolk County Gazette 1872-1873. Gift of Stanley Shapiro.

· His folk songs CD Jimmy Door. Gift of Jim Fiumedora.

· Photograph Edwin Homer; Memoir by Eunice Haven Homer Dizer; Kingsbury Family in Dedham by Lewis Kingsbury Conant; Lewis Hall Kingsbury memoir. Gift of Dr. John T. Dizer.

· Photo Saw Mill Lane Bridge; Dedham Housing Authority brochure on the Bussey Street Project; Copy, Plan for Land Taking for Veterans Housing. Gift of Barbara Kniolek.

· 23 personal photographs related to her years as teacher at the Ames School, reunions of teachers and of a Boston Envelope Co. party. Gift of Sadie Galego.

· Incandescent Spirit, Page Hazelgrove, Sculpture in Glass catalog for glass exhibit, 2 copies. Purchase.

· Photograph Railroad Station and photographs and clippings related to the Ames School. Gift of Jane Gould.

· Postcard Dedham bridge [Cart Bridge]. Gift Ron Jansson.

· Photograph, plans, and clippings related to 20 Nay Circle and Rustcraft Co. map of Dedham. Gift of Marjorie Stewart.

· Constitution of the Norfolk Auxiliary Society for the Education of Pious Youth, 1816. Purchase.

FIRST FREE SCHOOL IN AMERICA

We get the question so many times throughout the year that now is a good time to tell the story again. Did Dedham have the first free school in America?

On 2 January 1612-3, 51 persons were present at a general meeting of the Town, in which the allotment of land was considered; and in the record of its proceedings is the following statement:

In January 1645 the records indicate: Church and the free school; viz: 40 acres at the least or 60 acres at the most." the sides boarded, feather-edged and rabbetted, the doors made and hanged. The watch house to be a lean-to set at the back of the chimney six feet wide, the length thereof to be two foot and one half more than the house is wide, so placed that the end thereof may extend past the corner of the house and covered with board up to those windows and upon the roof, and a mandle tree hewn and fitted for the chimney.

This gives us a fairly good indication of how the schoolhouse appeared, as can be seen in the above illustration

A bronze tablet on the Common reads: This tablet is erected by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to commemorate the establishment by the inhabitants of Dedham in Town Meeting assembled on the first of January 1644 of a Free Public School to be maintained by General Taxation. Near this spot stood the first schoolhouse built in 1649.

WHAT'S THAT ON YOUR DESK IS SOCIETY'S NEW EXHIBIT

Museums have a knack for exhibiting the bazaar, the unusual, the beautiful, the interesting, and well, just about anything that might make one's head turn. We try not to be an exception to that rule. 

Our latest exhibit What's that on Your Desk? may just fit into one of those categories. It started off with one woman's letter opener collection. Contained in that collection is some beautiful sterling, jade, and ivory letter-openers as well as some that are whimsical, international, funny, and downright interesting. The earliest is silver, Scottish and dates 1775. 

Then came some inkwells and desk sets, and paperweights, some from the Society's collections and others loaned by members. To complete the exhibit we extracted from our archives some of the letters and documents written at a desk. Shown are an original Indian Deed for the Town of Dedham, letters and documents signed by George Washington, John Adams, John Hancock, Michael Metcalf, William Avery, Jonathan Fairbanks, Fisher Ames, and other notables, as well as letters written during the Revolutionary, Civil War, and WW I. Somewhat eclectic in nature, we promise it's not something you're likely to see anywhere soon again. The exhibit will be in through June.

