Dedham Historical Society December 2001 Newsletter

GIFT SHOP IDEAS INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE

People often call the Society asking what we have for gift items. You will find a whole page of ideas in this issue of the newsletter. In addition, we've included one of the Yankee Magazine subscription cards. It is important to keep in mind that even if you've ordered the magazine before, in order to receive the discount, and for the Society to receive a $10 donation from Yankee, the card must be filled-out once again.

We remind you once again that the book Images of America - Dedham is now in stock. To date we've sold more than 700 of these books. Once people have bought it, more than half come back for additional copies for friends and family as gifts. It's been acclaimed one of the very best in the entire series. Those books may be purchased via the mail for $19.99, plus $3.50 Priority Mail shipping. MA residents must add $1 sales tax. For those of you who can stop in, we're open 9-4 Tuesday through Friday and on the even-dated Saturdays from 1-4.

Please note: Order early. We will be closed Christmas week in order that staff and volunteers may vacation.

NEW EXHIBIT INSTALLED

The colorful teapots and coffeepots are gone, but something even more fascinating has replaced them: dozens of images from the Society's vast photo collection. While many are in the new Images of America - Dedham book, many are not as they didn't fit certain criteria; however they are just as, if not more fascinating than the ones that made the book. Be sure to stop in and see these photos from the Society's vast collection.

· Louisa May Alcott: Good Citizen Par Excellence - Jan 16 Lecture

· Mary E. Pitts, one of our own members, will be the guest lecturer for a program titled Louisa May Alcott: Good Citizen Par Excellence, on Wednesday, January 16, 7:30 at the Society auditorium. Pitts will be emphasizing Alcott's connections to Dedham.

· Pitts is a writer and speaker on nonfiction, mostly history and biography. She has been published in the national magazines Grit and Byline among others, and in the international journals The Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine and the American Revolution Magazine, and The Concord Saunterer, the journal of the Henry David Thoreau Society. She has spoken extensively before both the local and the Mass. State D.A.R., the Hyde Park Historical Society, the Dedham Women's Club, the Antiques Department of the Wellesley Hills Woman's Club, and the State of Maine Writer's Conference.

· She is a member of the DAR, the Hyde Park Historical Society, Thoreau Soicety, The Orchard House, Home of the Alcotts; the NEHGS, and the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. An actual relative of the Alcotts, Pitts has lived in Dedham for 34 years.

STORIES BEHIND THE PICTURES IN THE IMAGES OF AMERICA DEDHAM BOOK

Former Society Presdent and Executive Director, and unofficial town historian, Bob Hanson was the guest speaker at the Society's most recent lecture. Hanson, who helped edit the Society's newly published book, Images of America - Dedham, kept coming out with interesting bits of trivia and funny stories during the editing process. As a result, he was asked to share some of those stories that just wouldn't fit in the book. The following is some of what Hanson had to say, from the minutes of the meeting, as recorded by Alice Ungethuem. 

Hanson pointed out that the cover showed the Fairbanks House with a screen door, which means that the picture was taken before 1902, when Miss Rebecca Fairbanks was living there. He said that she would go to Maine and buy antiques and then sell them in Dedham as items originating from the olde Fairbanks house. She had a dog that could do no wrong - even after he bit the doctor; but justice triumphed when the house was hit by lighting, which killed the dog under her bed but left her unscathed. 

Bob showed transparencies of various pictures from the book. One was of modern (the fourth) St. Paul's Church, before it had a steeple. The second church building was on what is now Franklin Square, and Church Street, so named, because it was how you got to the Church! An interesting piece of trivia was that the First Parish Church was painted yellow in the late Colonial Period, and in the 1890's, it was green with dark green trim!

Another interesting fact is that the Ames School building shown in the book and still stands today as an office building, was the direct descendant of the of the original school building located on the Church Green. During World War II, the children of this school saved their pennies to buy a jeep for the War Effort. The second high school (later the Ames Junior High School) was demolished and the cellar hole was back-filled with the rubble -- the new Town Hall was built on the same site, and consequently became infested with termites! 

One story was about a strange coincidence that happened to the fire department. The original building on the Endicott Estate burned down one cold night in 1902, as the firemen were late getting there because they had been preoccupied with putting put out a fire at the fire station. 

The library was built from funds bequeathed by Hannah Shuttleworth. For the 1952 addition, the matching stone (Dedham granite) came from the railroad station that was being torn down. 

The Court House was also scrutinized. It was built by Solomon Willard who had built the Bunker Hill Monument. In 1863 it was remodeled and a dome added , which was proportionately, too large for the building. There is a different (but still oversized) dome now.

Bob had many bites of trivia to share. Jeremiah Shuttleworth was the first Post Master and his home was located where the Dedham Historical Society is now located. Hannah was his daughter and there were also two sons, who kept hunting dogs in the yard behind a high board fence. The local children quickly discovered that banging on the fence caused the dogs to howl - so they banged on the fence a lot. After Hannah's death, it was discovered there was no picture of her, so a death mask was made in the tomb and a sketch was drawn from the death mask. [The drawing and mask are both currently on exhibit at the Society.]

Hanna had given her home as the site for the Dedham Historical Society, which built its current headquarters in 1887. An interior picture appears in the book and Bob's comment was that, like the Smithsonian, it looked like an attic.

Another famous organization in town was the Society in Dedham for Apprehending Horse Thieves. The annual dinner meeting is now the big event for that organization, since there are few horses stolen these days.

At the Ames Street bridge, a memorial seat was built in 1927. It was located where the Keye is believed to have been, meaning a shallow wading place in the river. It was, inexplicably, painted battleship gray by the Town DPW some years ago. 

There are many historic houses in town. The Dexter house, today referred to as the Seybolt house, at 699 High Street had a third story added around 1910, and is acknowledged as a documented location where George Washington actually did sleep. The Chickering House on Washington Street, near the bridge over Route 128, served as the Temporary Asylum for Discharged Female Prisoners, and later as a nursing home. A small cemetery is still located near the site, containing graves of children who died while their mothers were held at the Asylum.

There was a red, covered railroad bridge over High Street, by East and Harvard Streets. People could tell time by the very loud noise that the trains made as they crossed that bridge. In 1881 the Boston and Providence Railroad station was built made of Dedham granite. There were up to 60 trains a day at one period, but the railroad shut down the line, and the station was torn down in 1951 to build a parking lot.

Some of the town's people and events were very interesting. Jason Fairbanks was hanged in 1802. Why? He had killed his girlfriend! The most famous trial was the Sacco-Vanzetti trial: at the beginning of the trial, the prisoners were walked from the jail to the Court House, then they were moved by cart, and finally armed guards were required to escort them, because of all the publicity. There was even a shooting in the basement of the Dedham Institute for Savings, arising from a love triangle. 

These are only some of the bits of trivia about the people and places that Bob shared with the audience, giving life to the history of the town. And it made reading the book, Images of America - Dedham, that much more enjoyable.

