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6th ANNUAL HOUSE TOUR SET FOR MAY 21

The Dedham Historical Society House Tour has become one of the most unique house tours in the area because it concentrates on antique houses with great antiques collections contained therein. The year 2000 will be no exception. There will be eight houses featured on the tour, more than in past years. Some of what will be seen include: 

· The Eliphalet Baker House built by a master craftsman and carpenter C. 1798 and altered C. 1845 is a showplace for its builder’s carpentry skills, including elaborate decorative detail, Greek key ceiling moldings, with much original fabric. 

· The Messinger and Clapp Houses later a Dedham club, is one of Dedham’s most unusual composite houses. Originally two distinct houses with a narrow alleyway between them, the left hand structure was built C. 1736, and the right hand structure C. 1802. After a fire in 1916 the two houses were joined under a common roof and facade. The grounds of the house contain a sunken garden dating C. 1935.

· The Hunnewell Homestead, C. 1807 is an unusual early building which had a brick back and one brick end. Elizabeth Hunnewell kept a crockery shop in the house. The building is authentic in form and detail. The hearth, mantle, wainscot and skirthing boards are all original, as is the wide plank flooring and the original cooking hearth fireplace and surrounding paneling.

· The country house of the Lombard Williams family, 1897, transcends the late shingle style/colonial revival styles. The spacious entry hall, now used as a dining room, contains all of its

· The Ruben Newell house, built C. 1790, or possibly earlier, contained an early tin shop, and later Jesse Clapp operated a grocery shop in the premises. The house contains original wainscot, skirting board and fireplace surround, and the wide-plank flooring throughout has been carefully preserved. This house and its changes over the years are an excellent example for understanding the development of the historic district in which it is located.

· The Wilson-Hildreth-Nickerson House, C. 1745 and 1999. This early Georgian farmhouse was built on the banks of the Charles River. Much was written about this house when the Dedham Historical Society undertook a campaign to preserve the house and moved it to its current location. The interior finishes were original, the fireplaces, hearths, woodwork, paneling and first flooring were preserved. New construction was successfully blended with the early structure by the new owners. 

· The imposing, hip-roofed Colonial Revival house built for John C. Rice in 1905, is of brick, unusual for a large Revival style, turn-of-the- century house. A small entrance hall opens into a grand entry stair hall with central fireplace and flanking French doors leading to a solarium. The staircase and the elaborate, turned rail ballistrade along with the complimentary wall paneling are just a prelude to the wonderful architectural features that are part of this grand home. 

· And once again, Dedham’s pride and joy, the Fairbanks House, the oldest wood frame house in America, C. 1636, will be included on the tour. See the enclosed application for obtaining tickets.

SOIREÉ - DEDHAM’S SOCIAL EVENT OF THE SEASON, TO BE MAY 19

What has been called the Social Event of the Spring Season in Dedham, The Society Soireé charity fund-raiser, will be held on Friday 19 May 2000, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, at a location to be disclosed to ticket purchasers.

The home in which the Soireé is being held was built in 1873 by Edward Sprague Rand in the best Empire style. It was then sold to Albert W. Nickerson who later built the castle of Noble & Greenough School when the Town Fathers wouldn’t give him permission to build it on the site of the present house. Rand sold it to his brother, George, who enlarged the existing house extensively and stylistically transformed it into a Colonial Revival mansion. It was later owned by the Fuller family.

The house has a seemingly endless flow of space on a grand scale and contains intricate high style interiors to tailored exterior landscaped grounds with a seamless elegance and ease; a lovely and pleasant reminder of a far more gracious era, now passed. 

The Soireé is a Members Only event and requires advanced reservations. The cost is $60 per person and includes an open bar, superb hors d’oeuvres,a ticket for the Annual House Tour, and the opportunity to revisit the gracious era, now passed. revival molding and trim work, while the fireplace mantel, stair, rail, intricate beaded ceiling molding and elegant archways, along with a renovated greenhouse built into an old conservatory, and original leaded glass door all add to the interesting features of this house.

LIBRARY HOLDINGS GROW

Thanks to both donations and acquisitions via budget allocations, our holdings continue to grow. Following are some of the new items added to our library and archives:

· Microfiche copies of Dedham Gazette 1858 and Dedham Historical Register, Vol. 11, from Stanley Shapiro, editor, Newspaper Project of the American Antiquarian Society. 

· Plan of land belonging to Joseph LaForme, High Street,  gift of Mrs. Nancy Estabrook 

· Papers of Dr. Lloyd Hawes, including his files on the Dedham Pottery and Dedham Medical Associates, gift of the Estate of Vivian S. Hawes, via R. F. Frazier. 

· Copy of A Statement of the Proceedings in the First Church and Parish in Dedham Respecting the Settlement of a Minister, 1818, authorship attributed to Judge Samuel Haven, gift of Robert B. Hanson 

· Translation of two tapes of oral history: Charles and Verle Davenport, Dedham Pottery and Fred Detwiller, A Walking Tour of Dedham, gift of Judith G. Butler. 

· Internet print-outs on Mary Miles Minter, star of the motion picture Anne of Green Gables, filmed in Dedham, gift of Jim Parr. Postcard, Dedham Historical Society, in color, postmarked 1907, gift of Jackie and Tom Connors. 

· Photographs of the Cummings and Forbush families, Gift of Barbara Stewart.

· Photograph of the 45th Wedding Anniversary of Henry Bigelow and Maria Fuller, gift of Willaim McKibbon.

· Copy of a section of the Society’s 1900 blueprint of The New England Trotting Horse Breeders Association Redvill property, gift of Walter E. Barrett.

· Dedham Anniversary issues of the Dedham Transcript and other historical publications, gift of Mrs. Margaret McIntyre. Riverdale sales brochure for Nickerson House, 507 Bridge Street, The Second Trail of Sacco and Vanzetti, article by Francis Russell, and CD: FBI Files: Sacco-Vanzetti case, gifts of Robert B. Hanson.

· Eleven photographs of the Kallenbe family and Quincy School classes,  and copies of the Boston Herald Sports sketches of Dedham High School football team, 1943 and 1944. Gift of Jean Gerstenhaber.

· Photo of Dedham Square, C. 1890, purchase. Color post card of Ames Street Bridge, gift of Katharine Whitney.

· Five letters, 1867, received by Mrs. Martha (Clark) (Fisher) Ballard from her husband. Gift of Mrs. Adelaid Grearson.

· History of the Fairbanks Garden Club, 1960-2000, on its 40th Anniversary, gift of the Fairbanks Garden Club. 

· Microfiche of Surname Catalogue of the Family History Library, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 1997, purchase. Dedham Landmarks, 1930 leaflet by the Dedham Historical Society, gift of Jane Breede.

· Scan of a drawing of First Church Steeple by Lilian Hale, gift of the Spanierman Gallery, LLC.

· Loan for copy: Information and photographs of the work of Lilian Wescott Hale, donor’s grandmother, by Willaim Wertenbacker. 

· Five photographs of the Fairbanks House and Sunday School of the First Church and Parish in Dedham, Superintendent, Julius H. Tuttle, course of study, gift of Francis D. Donovan.

WANTED: DEDHAM ANNUAL REPORT JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1914

The 279th ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OFFICERS OF DEDHAM MASSACHUSETTS AND THE TOWN RECORDS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31 1914, is not in our collection 

We do have the 278th town report which includes town records “For the Year Ending January 31 1914” with the date on the spine 1914. But this report has the town’s statistical records for the year 1913. 

It was 1914 when the town started dating its reports, December 31 of the calendar year of the statistical records included. So the Society is missing the 1914 original documentary history of Dedham as reflected in reports of the town officers, including Selectmen, Assessors, Police Chief, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Tax Collector.

Help us fill this gap in our collection of Dedham history! The 279th Dedham Annual Report dated December 31 1914 is on our MISSING DOCUMENTS LIST.

Don’t be disappointed, Make your reservations now for the Annual House Tour The one house tour that concentrates on Antique Houses and Collections

SEE THE ALVAN FISHER EXHIB BEFORE JULY

Well known artist Thomas Dunlay, who lectured on artist Alvan Fisher at the Society’s Ben Fisher Memorial Lecture and Annual Meeting, said that the Society’s current exhibit on Alvan Fisher, though small, is one of the finest representative exhibits of Fisher’s work and shouldn’t be missed by any art enthusiast or scholar. The exhibit was mounted especially for Dunlay’s talk and will be removed in June. Many pieces are on loan from family members and other collectors from Dedham and are not expected to be available for exhibit again. For that reason we urge a visit to the museum. Don’t be disappointed. Plan on stopping by soon.
