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BOB HANSON TO LECTURE MAR 15

Former Society Director and unofficial Town Historican, Robert B. Hanson, will deliver a lecture titled St. Paul’s Church: Samuel Colburn v. Willaim Montague, on Wednesday, March 15, at 8 PM. Hanson’s talk will compliment the Walking Tour of Franklin Square and surrounding area published by the Society last year. In 1792 the Dedham Episcopal church hired the Rev. William Montague, a former Rector of Boston’s “Old North” Church, to manage its affairs, both temporal and spiritual. By 1818 religious services had been almost abandoned; substantial portions of the Church’s land holdings, acquired under the Colburn Bequest, had been sold, alienated, or lost; some Church members (including Fisher Ames) had been personally enriched under highly dubious circumstances; the Church was involved in numerous lawsuits, including action against it for collection of a debt it had never authorized to be incurred; appeals were out to both the Bishop and the Legislature for relief; and Montague had doctored the Church’s books.

What happened? Who was this enigmatic William Montague, and why was everyone saying such awful things about him? Hanson will have the answers. There is no charge for members. For non-members the cost is $5 per person.

DEBORAH AMES IS HOME AGAIN

A while back we talked about the some major conservation work that was needed on some of the Society’s paintings. One of those paintings had been identified by Robert Vose of Vose Galleries as the most important painting in our collection which also required the greatest amount of work: that of Deborah Ames (1747-1834) by Samuel King The painting had numerous horizontal creases and tears indicating it had been rolled at one time. It had been generously over painted and was cracking in those areas, had discolored overpainting and was filthy.

As part of the conservation the surface dirt was removed, varnish was removed, discolored over paint was removed, cracks were consolidated, and the lining fabric was removed. It received moisture treatments, the tears were mended, it was double lined onto a stable acrylic fabric, then restretched over the existing stretcher. Losses were filled and varnish was applied. Losses were unpainted, a final spray coating of varnish was applied, and an acid free protective backing was provided. The frame was cleaned and the painting was reframed using new hardware. (The technical terms of treatment are substantially more extensive.) 

The painting restoration was paid for out of the Collections Fund. 

In all, the painting has been beautifully restored. As it returned, the Richards’ Family Homestead left to begin its conservation and restoration process. The Richards Family raised the funds to have that painting conserved as a tribute to their heritage.

VIVIAN HAWES’ DEATH ENDS ERA

Vivian S. Hawes, wife of the late Dr. Lloyd Hawes, a long time officer of the Dedham Historical Society and donor of many artifacts to the Society’s collections, died on December 27. Both Lloyd and Vivian were world-renowned antiques scholars, especially in the areas of Wedgwood and English ceramics. Lloyd was the major Dedham and Chelsea Pottery expert until our present Dedham and Chelsea curator, James Kaufman, came on the scene.

Lloyd, who died in the 80’s had loaned a major portion of his Dedham and Chelsea Pottery collection to the Society. In 1994, Vivian gave to the Society, all that was on loan (79 items). Later she gave the inherited copyright to the only book on Dedham and Chelsea Pottery, (written by her husband), to the Society. 

Following that gift she commented, “I know Lloyd would have appreciated the renewed interest in, and careful study of, the Dedham and Chelsea ceramics at the Dedham Historical Society.” With that comment she gave the Society most of the remainder of her Dedham and Chelsea Pottery collection, to be used for exhibit and study. In addition, the Hawes’ gave a number of other items to the Society. 

With Vivian’s death, many of the museum quality antiques still owned by her will be going to museums throughout New England. 

Vivian and Lloyd made their mark in the world of antiques and ceramics. We know so much more in this area because they shared it with us.

ROBERT BAILEY NOW IN DEDHAM

A painting of Robert Morris Bailey, 1849-1936, a famous Dedham architect and landscape artist, about whom much has been written recently in the Dedham Times has come back to Dedham. Bailey and his wife were the subject of articles written about their home known as Woodleigh, located on Walnut St. The Bailey’s on their 50th anniversary dressed in their wedding clothes and were photographed. Mrs. Bailey’s wedding dress is part of the Society’s Costume collection. When the Baileys moved out of their home it was torn down, as they couldn’t stand the thought of any other family living in it. The painting, while important for the collections is doubly important as Dedham artist, Jacob Wagner, painted it. Peter Williams generously donated the painting.

MARY LAWLER STILL AT IT

Mary Lawler is a repeat volunteer. In the Society’s 1985 Occasional Letter she was introduced as a jack-of-all trades serving as Office Manager, doing office filing, typing, lots of paperwork. She also gave time to catalog manuscripts. She remembers helping with visitors’ questions and working with the former director, Electa Kane Tritsch on the book, “Building Dedham,” published for the town’s 350th anniversary. When Ron Frazier became executive director, Mary spoke up again. She wanted to help, was there anything she could do? Yes! So for six years she has had the “in charge button” to type sets of catalog cards for the library. Typically she types four or more cards describing each book, providing unique headings for author, title, and subjects. Filed in the Society’s card catalog, these cards are keys researchers use to find library resources to answer their questions now. This is the classic way people have found their way around libraries. The future may see all this work Mary has done placed in a computer database for the Society. Mary and her husband, the Rev. Paul Lawler, are long time members of the Society.

