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DEDHAM TRANSPORTATION MARCH 16TH LECTURE

The Street Railway and Motor Coach Lines of Dedham will be the subject of a lecture by Bradley H. Clarke, President of the Boston Street Railway Association, on Tuesday, March 16th, 8:00 P.M. in the Society auditorium. While the talk will cover the street railways and motor coach lines, he will briefly address both railroads and stagecoach lines.

Clark has had a life-long interest in mass transportation, particularly in electric railways. He has a degree in Chemical Engineering from Northeastern University and is a project manager for Herzog-Hart Corp., a Boston architectural and engineering firm. Clark has written eight books on public transportation in Massachusetts, and a ninth is underway. He is a former trustee of the Seashore Trolley Museum.

As always, the lecture is free to members. Others will be charged $5 each.

HOUSE MOVE FINALIZED

In November we told you that the Society had moved the Wilson-Hildreth House, and promised an update once the project was completed. The Society had been unable to undertake the preservation of the house, due primarily to the lack of land needed for its final resting place. At the eleventh hour, two of our historically-concerned members agreed to buy the house from the Society and to restore it to its original glory as a 1720-40 home.

For many weeks the home sat in the middle of Nickerson Road (a private way), as the foundation was poured. It later rested on beams above the foundation while a base for the massive chimney was built, and finally on January 28th we were able to formally transfer ownership of the house. Much work has already been done, and the new owners are working diligently in an effort to assure a historically correct restoration. The new owners have offered to open the house for the Society’s Annual House Tour at a future date.

ARMS FOR WAR AND PEACE IS NEW EXHIBIT

Arms for War and Peace is the title of a new exhibit installed at the Society’s museum. The exhibit pulls together a broad range of rifle-muskets, swords, sabers, guns, bayonets, bullet-molds, powder flasks, and similar items, dating from the pre-Revolutionary War period through the Civil War era. They are supplemented with a limited number of items from the Society’s extensive Revolutionary and Civil War collection, including such items as captured British pewter, two Civil War drums, a fife, canteens and other small and unusual items. The collection represents items from many old Dedham families, including Fales, Coyne, Lakin, Guild, Taft, Fiske, Hill, Hewins, Baker, Thayer, Clarke, Tisdale, Shuttleworth, Whiting, Bestwick and others.

Society Director, Ron Frazier, noted that he had wanted to install an exhibit of this nature for a long time, because the Society has such a large collection of historically important armaments, but that it has taken several years to have the items recatalogued in order that appropriate labeling might be done. He said "We have drawn on the expertise of a half-dozen members and non-members alike, who have volunteered their time to properly identify items for the exhibit. They’ve done it out of love for being able to see some of the exciting items that we have." The exhibit will be in place through the end of June.

DOLPHIN TO BE 1999 DEDHAM POTTERY PLATE ANNUAL EDITION

The Dolphin plate has been chosen as the rare museum piece of Dedham Pottery to be reproduced as the Society’s annual limited edition 1999 plate.

According to Jim Kaufman, volunteer curator of the Society’s Dedham and Chelsea Pottery collection, "The dolphin design is one of the earliest images created for Hugh Robertson’s crackle-ware. During Dedham Pottery’s earlier incarnation as the Chelsea Pottery U.S. (1891-1895), the dolphin design was rendered in a fashion that has now come to be known as the upside-down-dolphin. Although the Dedham Pottery’s own literature states that Charles E. Mills created the dolphin image, it has come to my attention recently that the artist Joseph Lindon Smith was responsible for at least one experimental variation. The dolphin plate in the Society’s collection which is being replicated is the last dolphin variation the company produced. It was instituted around 1920 and continued until the Dedham Pottery closed in 1943. This rendition seems to have been the most popular of all the variations."

An excerpt from an early issue of Jim Kaufman’s Dedham Pottery Collectors’ Newsletter addressed another fascinating example of a dolphin variation in the Society’s collection.

In (middle), the border pattern is deeply raised and shows little glaze crackle. The reverse contains the Chelsea Pottery U.S. mark, which is an impressed cloverleaf with the letters CPUS. The border is ringed by dolphins swimming clockwise through swirling waves. Each adult dolphin has either one or two baby dolphins swimming beneath it. Upon examination, one can observe that the artist did not paint the pattern identically to the raised image created by the plate mold. The raised image is of the upside-down dolphin with baby (bottom). The upside down dolphin seems to always be a raised image on CPUS marked plates. The plate in the middle has the adult dolphin right-side-up. The artist followed the raised body image of the dolphin with his/her paint brush; however, departed from the plate-mold image by placing the sharply spiked dorsal fins above the dolphin. He/she also departed from the raised image by painting right-side-up baby dolphins and by adding a curling wave above the nose of each adult dolphin.

The company literature does not distinguish between dolphin designs. All entries simply mention dolphin making no reference to the upside-down or counter-clock-wise or other variations.

We are pleased with the growth and exhibit of the Society’s Dedham Pottery Collection, acknowledged as the finest collection of Dedham Pottery in any museum in the world. Jim Kaufman, our Dedham Pottery and Chelsea Keramic Art Works curator continues to seek many examples which the Society’s collection lacks. Donor generosity is always most welcome. Specifically, pieces for which Jim is looking are the following patterns: Cat, Quail, Grouse, Chick and Strawberry. Jim continues to actively research the subject for an upcoming book on the subject and we greatly appreciate his access to all information about the business and the ability to study and/or photograph more pieces of the pottery.

COLLECTION ACQUISITONS THIS MONTH IT’S THE WOMEN

Two of the areas in which we are constantly looking for additions to our collections are that of Katharine Pratt silver, copper and pewter and Lilian Westcott Hale works of art. We know that the work of both of these women is literally all over Dedham. We know that many people who own them plan to pass them on to their children. We also know that some of the works by these artists have been passed on to relatives, only to be sold at the first sign of a dollar. Fortunately, many of the older citizens of the town remember these two women; unfortunately most of the children of the older citizens neither knew or care much about the attachment that their older relatives have. For that reason, over the years, we have attempted to interest people in donating works by these two women as well as other important Dedham artists to the Society in order to keep them in the town in which the artists worked, lived, and were inspired to great creations. So, once again, we urge people to consider a fully tax-deductible gift of the work of Dedham artists, to the Dedham Historical Society. We ask you Just think about it.

Having said that, we are happy to report that in January we were able to obtain a Katharine Pratt sterling silver fluted bowl, which is now on view in the Pratt case in the museum. This was a purchase through the Collections Fund.

In February we were able to purchase a Lilian Hale, signed lithograph of a snowy 210 Highland Street which would have been as seen from the Hale homestead, across the street. A similar lithograph was on loan to the Society for the Hale exhibit, last year. This is officially the first Lilian Hale work we have in the collection.

If you’d like to discuss a donation to the museum, please contact the director, Ron Frazier.

SOCIETY BUILDING GETS SOME NEEDED REPAIRS

A while back we told you of the damage that had been created as the result of problems with our flat roof over the furniture collection. After the roof was repaired, while water was no longer getting into the building, the fireproofed brick walls took an inordinate amount of time to dry out. Finally they did dry out and member Paul Corey, a painting contractor donated his services to repaint the room. Since then, other problems with the building have been addressed. Slate tiles have been repaired and gutters have been cleaned, and leaks repaired. Some electrical deficiencies have been addressed and some new lighting has been added.

Much more is needed and will be done as funds become available.

Have you rewritten your will lately? Did you think about a bequest to the Dedham Historical Society? What better way to assure that the things of the past are cared for and remembered than to help make it possible through a bequest? If you’d like help don’t hesitate to call the office and speak with Ron Frazier.
