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Thomas O’Connor to speak at DHS Boston and the Civil War, Tues, Jan 12

Noted historian and author, Dr. Thomas O’Connor will present a lecture Boston and the home-front during the Civil War, at the Dedham Historical Society auditorium on Tuesday evening, January 12th at 8:00 PM. O’Connor, a professor of history at Boston College, is the author of The Boston Irish and other books, and is well known for his numerous radio and television appearances, including hosting WGBH TV’s Boston, The Way It Was series. His book Civil War Boston received wide critical praise. Northeastern University Press has just published his most recent book, Boston Catholics. Dr. O’Connor is expected to have copies of these latter two books available for sale and autographing.  O’Connor has previously spoken on the Boston Irish before the Society and is a particularly entertaining and informative speaker. 

The lecture is free to members with a $5 per person cost for non-members.

People everywhere learning about Dedham Historical Society

Earlier we told you about the half-hour cable program that was produced by Media One about the Dedham Historical Society and what we do here. While we thought this would be of special interest to Dedham people, it seems that Media One has distributed it to its outlets throughout the country. We’ve had calls and notes from people in various locations in Massachusetts as well as Vermont and several other distant locations. As a result, inquiries and visitors have increased, and we’ve received a number of orders of Dedham Pottery plates and other items. 

It’s great, and the kind of publicity you just can’t buy. Now what can we do for an encore?

Society Given Revolver Owned by John W. Fiske of Dedham

Civil War artifacts are always of special interest, and when they have a Dedham provenance they’re not only interesting, but also important to our history and thus, collections. The Society was recently given a revolver owned by John W. Fiske of Dedham, made by the Mass. Arms Co., Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, with an Adams patent dated May 3, 1858, Navy Model, numbered 655 of 1000, including the leather holster with a U.S. button. 

The items, along with original supporting Service documents and copies of unit records, were given by a descendant, John W. Fiske, who felt it was important for the items to be in Dedham where all family members would be able to view them at any time in the future, as opposed to the risk of thes important artifacts falling into the hands of a descendant who someday may not appreciate their importance with the ultimate risk of loss of their historical significance and local interest. Fiske was raised in Dedham, the son of Jonathan and Almira Fiske. In 1862 he enlisted in the Massachusetts Volunteers 35th Regiment at Dedham, attaining the rank of Sergeant. He was discharged from the 35th in 1864, in order to accept a commission in the 58th Regiment. On 30 September 1864, First Lieutenant John Fiske was killed at Poplar Springs Church, Virginia. 

We at the Society are delighted to have this important part of Civil War memorabilia.

SOCEITY RECEIVES IMPORTANT DEDHAM & CHELSEA COLLECTION

A gift of Dedham and Chelsea pottery, considered to be of major importance was received in December, from Vivian S. Hawes, wife of the late Lloyd M. Hawes, M.D. author of the only book on Dedham Pottery and a major collector of Dedham and Chelsea Pottery. Much of the Society’s existing collection is from a previous gift of Mrs. Hawes.

Included in the gift were a Hugh Robertson owl plate, a blue glaze over water lily plate, a central fish on a wave design plate, a frog paperweight by Charles Davenport, four various sized red glazed Chelsea vases, and a mustard and maroon colored vase. 

The items had been on loan since 1995.
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NEW ARCHIVAL ACQUISITIONS

The Dedham Historical Archives are a most important part of our collections, for they contain items which may simply not be available anywhere else. They include everything from unpublished manuscripts, personal family collections, letters, records of defunct organizations, photographs and so much more. If you have items in this category and they pertain to Dedham or Dedham people, or old Dedham, please consider giving them to the Historical Society so that they may be a source of information for researchers for all time. The following are a list of new archival acquisitions:

· Photograph of the Dexter School students, grades 5 and 6, with their poster entries, Dedham Insurance Savings Contest, Gift of Elizabeth Alexander.

· Photograph probably of Dedham High School students, c. 1870, gift of Mrs. Gudron Howe.

· Video tape, A Tour of Dedham Historical Society by Jerry Locke and Ron Frazier, Dedham, Media 1, CTV-3, Dedham, July 199830.15 minutes, gift of Jerry Locke. 

· Snapshots of the 1938 hurricane damage, gift of Paula Spiers Stoll Program 1998-99, Dedham Women’s Club Microfilm, Dedham Gazette 1859-1862 and Dedham Historical Register, Volume 9, cooperative donation with DHS and the Readex Film Products section of the American Antiquarian Society. Photo, Fairbanks House, c. 1900, gift of Mary Hempton.

· Color photo, entrance gate, Readville Race Track, gift of Walter Barrett.

· Photos, including 218 Cedar Street - Fisher-Whiting House, Powder House, Dedham School Dept. First school, United States Post Office, gift of Joan R. Warren.

· Copies of her travel articles for collection of similar articles, under Dedham Authors collection, by Sally Burt.

· Microfilm: Some Account of Capt. John Frazier and his Descendants by Josiah Granville Leach, gift of Elizabeth M. Games.

· History, copies of legal documents, news articles on volunteer organizations, etc. by the Dedham Women’s Exchange.

· Dedham note cards, pictures of Riverdale School and other Dedham views, gift of Sharon Freedman.

· Map of Dedham, 1998, bird’s eye, color with graphics of sponsoring businesses and historic sites, from Community Graphics [the Society has a supply of these].

· Postcard, Fairbanks House, gift of John & Kay Whitney.

· Photos and slides of the move of the Wilson-Hildreth- Fuller- Alden- Warren- Nickerson- Whitcomb- SMA Fathers- Dedham Historical Society house, from 337 Common Street to Nickerson Road; plan by Annino Architects of the house, from James Kaufman and DHS staff.

· Dedham Transcript pictorial storm supplement, 30 September 1938, gift of Allen N. Baker.

· Papers relating to John Wesley Fiske (1842-1865), Dedham resident, member of the 35th and 58th Mass. Volunteer Regiments, killed at Poplar Springs Church, VA, 30 September 1854, supplemented for archives with copies and additional papers detailing John W. Fiske’s service in the Civil war, gift of John W. Fiske.

· Photo of Dedham High School Class of 1911, gift of Bertha Emmott.

The Tale of the Norfolk Inn 
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Various sketches of the Norfolk Inn, 19 Court Street, from the Society’s files. The two lower sketches were done by David G. Dethlefs, with the one on the right showing the house as it looks today. The upper right sketch was done by R. Lepper.

In an effort to make residents more aware of some of Dedham’s significant historic properties, as space permits, we’ll provide information about them in the newsletter. The property slated for this issue is the 1801 property, known as the Norfolk Inn, sometimes referred to as the Norfolk House, Alden’s House or the Bates Tavern in the stage coach days, it is nonetheless a famous Federal Inn, located within the Dedham Center Historic District. From 1801 to 1865 it was the center of social, political and educational activities for Dedham and the surrounding towns, including Boston. At one point complete plans were drawn to convert the house to a new headquarters for the Dedham Historical Society.

Martin Marsh, a mason by trade, built the house as a tavern in 1801-02. Marsh’s Tavern became the gathering spot for town folks to socialize and exchange views in a young and growing country. The Tavern served as the Masonic Hall until 1829, when a separate structure was built for that purpose.

The four principal landlords of the Norfolk Inn were all prominent and influential citizens of Dedham. Martin Marsh, landlord from 1901-1818, was greatly respected by his fellow citizens, as were Moses Gregg and Francis Alden, landlords from 1818-1821. Martin Bates and others were landlords from 1840-66. 

The Norfolk Inn became a regular stop on the Boston to Providence Route in the mid 1800’s, when as many as 600 stages weekly came through Dedham. During its heyday, nationally famous figures visited the Tavern: Lafayette, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Martin VanBuren, Horace Mann and Abraham Lincoln, to name but a few. Lincoln was in Dedham to support Whig candidates Taylor and Fillmore in 1848 just before the famous debate with Douglas. [The Society has lanterns that were used during Lincoln’s appearance here.] 

Distinguished citizens and nationally known politicians were not the only guests of the Norfolk Inn. In May of 1822 an extraordinary visitor, an elephant, was exhibited from 9-5, possibly in the yard or stable.

The furnishing of food, drink and shelter to travellers was not the only function of the tavern. The Ballroom of the Norfolk Inn was one of the best in New England and for years was the scene of many a festive occasion. It was in constant demand, according to a 1909 Dedham Transcript article.  From far and near parties of quality came to try the celebrated spring floor and the elegant game suppers following a royal dance.” Samuel McIntire writes. In one end of the ballroom was a large old-fashioned fireplace, and the warmth and the light therefrom added to the cheerfulness of the gay scene within, and bade defiance to the storm that might be raging without.

The popularity of the Tavern declined with the rise of the strong Temperance Party and its insistence on hotel licenses, which banned the sale of alcoholic beverages. The old Tavern was accused of selling liquor “under the table” and fights were reported on the premises. The final Tavern owner (Bates) was arrested with his wife for maintaining a common nuisance and the Inn was closed in 1865.

In 1866 the Inn was became a Roman Catholic Girls School and Asylum (Orphanage), when the Martin Bates sold it for $1 (out of spite due to a tax dispute with the Town, rendering it non-taxable as a non-profit organization), St. Mary’s, which eventually closed in 1879 due to financial difficulties. The Norfolk House fell into disrepair until Charles H. Gifford purchased this stately building and it was transformed into a private residence for the first time in 1905.

Gifford’s initial plan had been to raze the building but upon inspection of the structure and its interior he found it to be of rare workmanship and in excellent condition and therefore he decided to utilize the existing house in his plans. 

Walter Austin purchased this magnificent Federal brick mansion in 1910. Later owners included Robert McA. Lloyd in the 1960’s and later, Paul and Lee Pawlowski. It is currently owned by the Gobbi family trust.

In 1984 the Junior League of Boston used the house as its Show House, and in 1995 it was on the Annual House Tour of the Dedham Historical Society. At that time, Stanton Lyman, now the Society’s president described the architectural features of the house, noting that it was originally a large grand four-story brick home. In 1905 it was converted from a boarding house to a single-family residence… Architect, Frank Chateau Brown, was responsible for many Colonial Revival buildings around Dedham, and he added the imposing Ionic columned two story front porch (recently removed), as well as the classical style dentils to the pedimented and elevations and cornice. The house was the subject of a charming book Tale of a Dedham Tavern: History of The Norfolk House by Walter Austin, 1912.

The above was exerpted from a number of articles in the Society’s files.
