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HENRY HITCHINGS LECTURE, TUESDAY, NOV. 17TH

As we’ve said many times in the past, Dedham seemed to be some sort of Mecca for artists. Throughout the years many were attracted to the town, which is why we’ve had a lecture on a different one each year. Our latest artist to be discussed is Henry Hitchings, the subject of a new book being completed by Jourdan and Fraser Houston of Durango, Colorado. The Houstons have been researching Hitchings’ work throughout the country, and for the last few years have spent weeks at a time at Dedham Historical Society in preparation for the book.

Hitchings was one of the widest known teachers of art, as a public education course, in this country. He was the chief factor in making the study of drawing a success in the Boston Public Schools where it was early introduced; he has been called the father of the evening drawing school." Hitchings was an artist all his life, one of the early devoties of landscape art. In 1861 he was appointed professor of drawing at the United States Naval Academy, and in 1880, director of drawing in the Boston Schools, a position he held for 20 years. He was one of the founders of the Boston Art Club.

The Society is fortunate to have a number of his works, one being in the office, to the right of the vault, and many others in the archives.

The lecture will take place on Tuesday, November 17, at 8:00 PM in the Society’s auditorium. As always, there is no charge for members. Non-members will be charged $5.

SOCIETY MOVES HOUSE

In the last issue of the News-Letter we told you about the planned saving and moving of the so called Wilson-Hildreth House. Lest you be held in suspense about its final disposition, we want you to know that the house move that was planned for Sunday, September 20, from 7 AM to 12 noon, took place on Sunday, September 27, at 8 AM and was still in the middle of Nickerson Road, close to its final resting place, at 7 PM.

While the process took much longer than anticipated, we believe all but the movers and tree surgeons didn’t mind it. In the  old days house moving was a relatively common occurrence, today people generally experience it only once in a lifetime. The day couldn’t have been better. People came, went and came back again. It was almost a carnival atmosphere as all, from the youngest of Dedham’s citizens to the oldest traveled along the route the house was taking in order to record for memory the uncommon occurrence. However, the story is not over. More to follow.

NEW LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

The Society’s library is considered one of the most important in New England. One result is that many people from throughout the country are members to avail themselves of our rich resources. For that reason we are constantly adding to our collections and are happy to announce in the News-Letter our latest acquisitions. For the library we’ve added the following:

The Madonna by Philip Hale, 1908, purchase; The Descendants of John Heinrich Ohl c. 1742, by Viola May (Ohl) Simms, 1981, gift of Edwin Ohl; ; The Amazing Story of the Ohls in America by Sharon Taylor, 1982, gift of Edwin Ohl; How Old is Your House? A guide to research, by Joan Webber, 1978, anonymous gift; The Murder of Betsey Frances Tirrell, May 3, 1860, reprint of articles from The Dedham Gazette and other publications, compiled by Marjorie Tirrell and Chet Oberlander, gift of the compilers. The following publications are gifts from Virginia Muccaccio: Families of the Pilgrims: John Alden and William Mullins, 1982, and Families of the Pilgrims: William Brewster, 1990, by H. K. Shaw and C. M. Merrick, Jr.; Minority Military Service, Massachusetts 1775-1783,  1989 by the D.A.R.; The Mayflower Descendant: A Magazine of Pilgrim Genealogy and History published by the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants; The Wight Family: Memoir of Thomas Wight of Dedham Mass. with Genealogical Notices of his descendants from 1637 to 1840, donated in memory of Barbara Wight, an eight generation descendant, by the Wight Family Organization; Germania Delenda Est: Travelogue in Rubble, by Francis Appleton Harding (in the Dedham Authors section), donated by Polly Harding Pierce; Readville, Dedham, by Walter E. Barrett, gift of the author; One Branch of the Booth Family, by Charles Edwin Booth, purchase.

Also, Carter Family Records by J. Montgomery Seaver, purchase; Thomas Boyden and his descendants,  1901, by Wallace C. Boyden and others, purchase; The Guile, Gile, Guiles Genealogy: Descendants of Samuel Guild; 1997, by John Charles Guild; The Hastings Memorials: a genealogical account of the descendants of Thomas Hastings…1634-1864, 1866, purchase;  The Howard Genealogy; descendants of John Howard…1643-1903, purchase;  The Case that will not Die: Commonwealth vs. Sacco and Vanzetti,  1969, by Herbert B. Ehrlmann, gift of Robert L. Ehrmann and H. Bruce Ehrmann. From Mrs. Joan R. Warren, we received 22 books, pamphlets and cards from a personal library, including titles published 1868-1963, some to go to the gift shop to support the activities of the Society.

More books include: Genealogy and History of the Ingalls Family in America, 1903, by Charles Burleigh, reprint sponsored by Linda I. Wright, 1991, gift of Linda I. Wright;  Dedham South Parish Book at the Norwood Historical Society, by Morris Rabinowitz, gift of the author.

The following books are gifts from Robert B. Hanson:  The Case of Sacco-Vanzetti: a critical analysis for lawyers and laymen, 1961 by Felix Frankfurter; The Black Flag: a look back at the strange case of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, 1981, by Brian Jackson; The Legacy of Sacco & Vanzetti. 1964, by Louis Joughin;  The Never-Ending Wrong, 1977 by Katherine Anne Porter; Tragedy in Dedham: the story of the Sacco-Vanzetti case, 1962, 1971, by Francis Russell.

FREDREICK STIMSON COMES HOME

Frederick J. Stimson, one of Dedham’s illustrious and famous citizens of the past, the grandson of Dr. Jeremy Stimson (who arrived in Dedham in 1804, and whose portrait hangs in the Society’s museum), lived from 1855-1943. He went on to become an attorney, statesman, author of history, legal books and novels (many of which are in the Society’s library. He was Ambassador-Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Argentina from 1914-1921, Assistant Attorney General of Massachusetts, one of the organizers of the Dedham Polo Club; one of the organizers of the Dedham Boat Club, one of the founders of the Dedham Institution for Savings and the Dedham National Bank, and an active member and volunteer at the Dedham Historical Society.

Through a generous bequest of Stimson’s grand-daughter, Grace L. Craddock-Watson, his oil portrait, painted c. 1915, now is part of the Society’s collections and hangs in the office.

Earlier this year we received a painting by J. G. Fletcher, Boston, April 1869, believed to be the mother of the first superintendent of schools in Dedham, a gift of Barbara Sawhill and John Mullaney. We also received a pencil sketch, most likely of Nantucket, by important Dedham artist William Paskell of the Oakdale section of Dedham, a gift of Edward J. Keelan.

Dedham was blessed with many important artists and subjects of artists. The Dedham Historical Society’s impressive collection of art continues to grow, and will do so through the generosity of our members and the public-at-large.

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS GROW

The Society is generally not in a position to go out and buy things of importance to the town and its history. We therefore depend upon the generosity of people who comprehend the importance of historic preservation and the availability of historical artifacts for all to see. We continue to receive gifts for this purpose and are happy to report the following additions to our collections.

Pink hat, c. 1845, probably belonged to the Alvan Fisher family, gift of Adeline Grearson.

Two fans, mother-of-pearl, French, c. 1870-90, from the estate of Bertha Lea Low, gift of Galen L. Stone.

Thank you, one and all.

HIGH SCHOOL YEAR BOOKS NEEDED

The Dedham High School Yearbook staff has donated 16 Yearbooks, Reflections, which were missing from our collection, to the Society’s Library. They date from 1972-1998.

Yearbooks give valuable biographical background, pictures and capsule records for each student. The photographs demonstrate class achievements, activities and interests and show school administrators and faculty each year.

The Society now has 39 annual issues of the High School Yearbook. The earliest in our collection is 1929, when the commencement issue of the Dedham High School paper, The Mirror, served as a yearbook with the photographs and captions for each student. All of these yearbooks have been donated to the Society, some by those pictured as members of a class, others by their family. Mr. Lofts McGuire, a past DHS faculty member and Junior High Principal, donated many issues from his collection. We ask Society members to check their attics, books and family papers, ask friends, even check yard sales to find the following Yearbooks missing from our collections:

 1931-36, 1938, 1941-44, 1946, 1949, 1951-52, 1954-55, 1957-61, 1968, 1971, 1975 and 1992.

