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CHARLES MILLS - JAN 20 LECTURE

Back by popular demand, the speaker for our January 20th lecture will be well known artist Thomas R. Dunlay. This time, his subject will be The Artistic Life of Charles Mills. Charles Mills lived and worked in Dedham. He studied in this country as well as in Europe, did some design work for the Dedham Pottery (including the design for the Lion and Dolphin plates) and was an active member of the Dedham Historical Society. In fact, he designed the logo for this Newsletter. Mills died in 1951 at age 100. The Society collections include a number of his paintings and drawings as well as other work. Dunlay, who made a most interesting presentation last season on Lilian and Philip Hale, is a well-known artist in his own right, and is probably most famous for his paintings of Boston and Cape Cod scenes. He studied at the Massachusetts College of Art and with Robert Douglas Hunter and R.H. Ives Gammell. From Gammel Dunlay absorbed the Boston School tradition in painting that Gammell had acquired in his studies under such men as Joseph DeCamp, Frank Benson and Philip Hale. As a resident of Westwood he has been particularly interested in local artists.

TWO IMPORTANT WORKS OF ART GIVEN TO SOCIETY

 The Society is the repository for many important works of art. For some fortunate reason, artists of note were attracted to Dedham. Those who are no longer with us include such people as Alvan Fisher, Amassa Hewins, Henry Hitchings, Lilian Westcott Hale and Philip Hale, and Katherine Pratt, to name just a few. Of course the most logical place for their work to be seen is in the town where they lived and worked. It is, therefore, natural for people to expect to see their work at the Dedham Historical Society. And of course, we do have a selection of work by most of the above artists. Two of the artists who have recently been receiving much more attention are Lilian and Philip Hale. The Society’s most recent exhibit included a number of their works. Two of those works that were on loan have been given to us, and we are most grateful to have received them. The first, a conte crayon drawing by Philip L. Hale is a framed portrait of his wife, Lilian Westcott Hale titled Lilian in Profile and measures 8 ½ x 10 ½". Because of the subject this is an extremely important work. It was a gift of John G. Hagan. The second, a pastel on paper by Philip L. Hale, is a framed 25 x 16" picture titled Football Player was a preparatory piece for a 30 x 50" well-known painting in a private collection. Football Player was a gift of Robert Aron. Last year we received a pastel titled Liberty Bonds Guarantee Immunity from Spies by Philip Hale as a gift from Thomas R. Dunlay, and we purchased a portrait of Mary Westcott, Lilian Hale’s mother, by Philip.

THE CHANGES YOU DON’T SEE

By Ronald F. Frazier, Executive Director

 The philosophy regarding collections of Historical Societies, Museums and Libraries has changed substantially in recent years. At one time the objective was to collect everything that was old. Today the focus is on preservation and protection of what we have. This new philosophy dictates what professionals in this particular discipline must do, which is not always understood by the public-at-large. Our primary function is protection and preservation for educational purposes so that posterity will know we cared. Earlier this year we were able to obtain a grant for a Conservation Assessment Program Survey (CAP). The survey assessed our physical condition relative to both building and collections, and basically told us everything we must do to be totally state-of-the-art. Due to both financial and space constraints many of the objectives identified will never take place in our present facilities. However, that does not mean that improvements cannot be made. President Lyman will be working with the Facilities Committee to address the physical plant recommendations, and Collections Committee Chairman; Michael Grogan will be working on the collections recommendations. Some of the objectives were things that were already under consideration, and I’m happy to note that two major and most important changes, having to do with harmful light and building security, which no one will ever notice, have been accomplished. Just recently, every window in the museum, library and office has been coated with an ultra violet (UV) filtering film. Light, temperature and humidity have the most harmful affects on collections, and light is one of the worse when it comes to furniture, textiles and paintings. UV is only one of the harmful effects of lighting, but it is the worse. Even with UV filters fading still continues. The filming of the windows, however, addresses the most deleterious effect of light. Another change, which no one sees, is the installation of a completely new security system. The old one had been giving us problems and was at least 25 years old. The new one should eliminate problems, give us much better coverage, and allow us to monitor exactly who is entering the building and when they are entering. As time goes on, and as funds become available, we will let you know of other changes that are taking place. The process is slow, but as long as progress is being made we are fulfilling our responsibility to posterity.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED

 The Nominating Committee appointed by President Lyman is now seeking nominations from individuals interested in serving on the Society’s Board of Directors. If interested, contact one of the Committee members: Paul J. Corey, Mable M. Herweg, Galen L. Stone, or Executive Director, Ron Frazier at the office, 326-1385 or by e-mail at dhs@dedham.com.

ANNUAL APPEAL CONTRIBUTORS THANKED

The annual appeal has become a very necessary part of our fund-raising effort and operations. For that reason we very much appreciate all who contribute to the Annual Appeal as a way of allowing us to accomplish much of the work we do at the Society. Special thanks to the following who have contributed since our last newsletter:

 Ray N. Taylor Rose Marie Eppich Fergus & Jill Shiel Judith R. Hiltner Mary E. Pitts Thomas M. Connors Margot C. Pyle Sally Goodwin Tully Lucille Fairfield Courtenay P. Worthington Theresa M. Hewitt Arthur R. Hilsinger Alice A. Ungethuem Hortense K. Seybolt Bank of Boston, a Kenneth H. Burt match Elizabeth C. Meyer Nancy H. Holmes Lucy L. Meloni Katharine M. Whitney Susan S. Hooe Patrick M. Tynan Virginia A. Mucciaccio Jane Howard Cheever Katherine C. Raymond Rev. & Mrs. Paul Lawler Augusta B. Glidden Alexander K. Leith Paul D. Maggioni Francis M. Walley Insurance J. Louis Newell, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. William A. Oates, Jr. Joanna B. Gormley Wendell C. Phillips, Jr. Carol G. Sweetnam Stanton A. Lyman Ann B. LeBreton Kathleen B. Sherbrooke

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Every year the Society continues to grow by leaps and bounds. Of course this is as it should be if we are to provide the services, and undertake the important objectives to which we aspire. We are happy to welcome the following as new members:

INDIVIDUALS Eleanor Ryan Mann Lauren A. Nevins Lisa Baker Weiss Sarah Malloy David Thibodeau Robert DeViegilio Donna R. Bowse Jessica London

FAMILIES George W. McCormick & Family Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Colby Thom Lamar Coughlin & Family Henry & Margaret Moychuk Mr. & Mrs. Donald F. McKenna

BUSINESSES BoMak Corporation Contributor Dedham Co-operative Bank Patron

RECENTLY DECEASED MEMBERS John E "Bud" Black Ann A. Horton Ann Horton was a Life Member of the Society and served as President from 1978 to 1980. She rarely missed a meeting, even after moving to Fox Hill in Westwood. She will be missed.

LIBRARY HAS NEW ADDITIONS

Dedham Historical Society’s Library and Archives is considered one of the most important in the New England, if not the country. Because so many of our members belong to utilize our library we like to keep the membership posted on what is new. Recently we’ve acquired the following for the Archives: Dedham Women’s Club 1997-98 Yearbook (Dedham Women’s Club); Fairbanks’ House Post Cards (Mrs. S. Cotrell); Diary of Ebenezer Paul (Ms. Gundrun B. Howe); Deed, 1887 (Mrs. Joseph Hackett); Annie Fisher’s Diplomas from Dedham High School (Adeline Grearson); Map of Dedham Historical Society Lands (David Dethlefs); Air-Raid Warden Headquarters Pass (Henry Keene); Photo of Philip Hale by Donald B. Barton (Mark Pomerance); Federal Census for Norfolk County 1800-1920, except 1890 - not available (AGLL Genealogical Service); Photos for DHS records, Katherine Pratt silver, Loaned Hale Paintings, China Exhibit. Library acquisitions include the following: Inspiring Reform: Boston Arts and Crafts Movement (The Davis Museum); China Mission 1929-1934 by Francis Jenner Gray (Francis Jenner Gray); The Boston Painters (John Hagan and Family); Innocence Under the Elms by Louise Dickinson Rich (anon.); Mayflower Descendants - recent issues (Virginia Mucciaccio); The Edward Grant Family and Related Families (DHS purchase); Surname Guide to Massachusetts Town Histories (DHS purchase); Mayflower Families through Five Generations [Volumes 9, Francis Eaton; 10, Samuel Fuller; 11, Edward Doty; 12, Francis Cooke; 13, William White; 14, Myles Standish] (DHS purchase); Southern Massachusetts Cemetery Collection, Volume 1, Bellingham, Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, Medway, Mendon, Milford, Millville, Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge, Whitinsville (DHS purchase); and Southern Massachusetts Cemetery Collection, Vol. 2: Attleboro, Dighton, Franklin, Holliston, North Attleboro, Plainville, Rehoboth, Swansea, and Wrentham (DHS purchase). And from Robert B. Hanson, the following items: Directions of a Town: A History of Harvard, Mass.; A Revolutionary Town [Bedford]; One Town in the American Revolution: Weston, Mass.; Historical Sketches Concerning the Town of Southboro, Mass.; Edwin Whitefield: Nineteenth Century North American Scenery.

DO YOU HAVE THESE BOOKS?

Our volunteer librarian has been doing a magnificent job in assuring that our books and documents are organized and that there are cards in the catalogue file for it. As she has gone through our holdings she’s noticed some holes in the collections. For that reason she has developed a list of books that are not generally available or which she would like to have donated to the Society. If you have any of the following, please consider gifting them to the Society: The Journey Through Life of William and Melvina Bailey of Needham, Massachusetts 1992; David Boaz 1806-1876 and His Descendants 1982 and Joshua Boaz 1810-1890 and His Descendants 1981; Thomas Boyden and his Descendants 1901; Brackett Genealogy 1907; Record of the Carpenter Family 1883; John Carey Plymouth Pilgrim 1911; 1855 and 1866 Massachusetts State Census (separate volumes compiled for various towns by Ann S. Lainhart); Mayflower Ancestors … to Victor Rowley Colburn 1981; Colburn-Rowley Ancestry 1982: Yankee Stock - Our Colonial Ancestors 1992 (includes a number of founding families of Dedham); Dedham Annual Reports (everything before 1848 except 1837); Dedham Street Lists (Dedham Registrars of Voters Lists of Names of Residents: most years 1940s; all years 1950s; 1960-62; 1964; 1966; 1969-74; 1976-78, 1979; 1988; and 1992.) Also: The Drake Family 1360-1896 1896; Fairbanks-Blood - Down the Century from 1800 1963; A Line History from Thomas Faxon 1601 to William Elliot Faxon 1982 1982; Freeman Genealogy 1875; Black Genealogy Prentice Hall, 1977. The list is much longer, but we’ll hold the remainder for subsequent newsletters. March 1998 Newsletter Nathaniel Ames: A Reappraisal, Lecture - March 19 The Society has just received a supply of the long-awaited The Diary of Dr. Nathaniel Ames of Dedham, Massachusetts, 1758-1822. In conjunction with the publication of this most important work, Robert B. Hanson, editor of the diary will present a lecture at the Society, titled Nathaniel Ames: A Reappraisal, to be held Thursday, 19 March, at 8PM. In January of 1758, during his freshman year at Harvard, Nathaniel Ames of Dedham began keeping a diary, which he religiously maintained until two weeks before his death in 1822. When all was said and done, his journal chronicled his life’s work and experience, expressed in a staggering potpourri of meteorology, horticulture, botany, chemistry, medicine, philosophy, history, hydrology, animal husbandry, psychology, transportation theory, economics, poetry, astronomy, literary appreciation, national and local politics, architecture, financial accounts, current events, family matters, legal affairs, sociology, genealogy, and matters of the heart – not to mention creative invective and serious bursts of spleen. Hanson is a former president and executive director of the Society and is the unofficial town historian. Cost for the lecture is $5, with no charge for members. Check elsewhere in this newsletter for information about purchasing the book. The Society has a supply for immediate delivery.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

The Nominating Committee, in conjunction with the bylaws reports the following nominations to be presented at the March lecture and voted on at the annual meeting. They are: for president, Stanton A. Lyman, vice president, Mabel M. Herweg, and for three-year terms as directors to end in 2001, Lynn Fairbank, Virginia Mucciaccio and Charlotte Saul. In accordance with the bylaws, additional nominations may be made from the floor.

INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES GUIDE AVAILABLE

Involvement Opportunities at the Dedham Historical Society: a volunteers guide is now available for anyone who would like to be more involved by helping us accomplish our many objectives at the Society. As a not-for-profit cultural and educational organization we have been recognized as providing an important service for the general welfare of the people. Because so much of what we do is of an intangible nature, and because non-profits usually do not have the money necessary to undertake their objectives, we depend heavily upon volunteers to accomplish much of our work. Paid staff coordinates work, makes sure that volunteers are staying on course with the mission statement of the organization, keeps up with what is state-of-the-art in this particular discipline, and covers all areas that are not staffed with volunteers. The Dedham Historical Society is not just a historical society, it is not just a museum, and it is not just a library. It is all three, which makes us unique since each aspect of our operations is of major importance, unlike most other historical societies, museums or libraries. It also makes for some interesting possibilities for involvement. For that reason our volunteers are extremely important to us. If you’d like a list of opportunities for involvement, give us a call at 781-326-1385.
