EXERPTS FROM THE JULY AND SEPTEMBER 1996 NEWSLETTERS

SOCIETY TO ISSUE DEDHAM POTTERY PLATE

The Dedham Historical Society has purchased the trademark and ownership of the name Dedham Pottery. In conjunction with the purchase, the Society will begin the reproduction of authentic Dedham Pottery items in its collection. The Society plans to produce annual limited edition items, copying rare Dedham Pottery designs.

Until now several manufacturers have made stylized crackleware designed ceramics similar to the original Dedham Pottery productions, especially in the familiar rabbit design. The previous owner of the trademark manufactured reproductions and interpretations of the original Dedham Pottery, again, primarily limited to the rabbit design.

The Society's first, very limited (300), hand-crafted, reproduction, utilizing the authentic trade mark, but clearly indicating that it is reproduced from the Society's collection, dated and numbered, will be an 8 1/2" plate with a Lion border (sometimes questionably referred to as the Tapestry Lion). The Lion design was originated for the Dedham Pottery by Denman Ross, who was a Harvard University Fine Arts Professor in the 1890's. It is being made available on a first come, first serve basis and will be consecutively numbered. Lowest numbers will be issued as orders accompanied with a check are received.

Delivery is expected in October. The cost to advance subscribers is $75 (members $67.50). After October 1, the cost will be $85 (members $76.50), if there are any remaining. This particular plate will be known as the Centennial Edition, in honor of the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Dedham Pottery. Massachusetts residents must include $3.75 sales tax (Members $3.38). If shipping is required add $5.

ANNUAL APPEAL UNDERWAY

As we have explained in the past, dues, endowment and fund-raising projects make up only a small portion of the funds that are needed to keep the Society operating. The annual appeal is a very important part of our operating budget, and has been used primarily to do major work needed on our building. This year, so far, we've contracted for a new roof over the furniture room, separately zoned (for heating purposes) and air conditioned the Library, installed a new exhaust fan in the museum/auditorium, and improved museum lighting. This all at a cost of approximately $17,000. The roof project was critically necessary as one can see from the crumbling walls in the furniture room. The Library project was long over-due. As was noted in a report from the Northeast Document Conservation Center in 1982, "...Seasonal and diurnal fluctuations in temperature and humidity cause paper to expand and contract, weakening the cellulose fibers and accelerating the deteriorative process. This decreases the useful life of library and archival materials. Paper the is subject to high heat and humidity in summer will swell and its deteriorative process will be exacerbated...." While we have had dehumidifiers in the library, last year's extreme temperatures pushed the temperature to 90+ degrees. Because of single zoning winter temperatures on some occasions have been as low as 50 degrees or less. While not perfectly climate controlled, the new heating and cooling changes will make conformity to accept able standards a much greater probability. For a library with holdings as important, unique and significant as Dedham Historical Society's this is a major move in the right direction.

SOCIETY IN TECHNOLOGY AGE

In our last Newsletter we told you that we had a Web Site. We were not sure anyone would find it, but they have, and we've had a number of inquiries.

